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CHAP. XV. 


— 


4A Mes. Spencer was very officious 
in helping to pack up Elizabeth's 
cloaths, and (ſuch is the perverſeneſs 
ol human nature) lamented her going, 
and actually ſhed ſome tears, ſaying 
«ſhe knew ſhe ſhould never ſee her 
again!” This ſo much impoſed upon 
Elizabeth, that ſhe made her ſeveral 
handſome preſents; — and on the 
Vol. II. B morning 
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morning of her departure ſhe was 
truly afflicted at beholding the whole 
family in tears. She haſtened from a 
ſcene which ſo much diſtreſſed her, 


and threw herſelf into the carriage in 


which her uncle attended her for the 
firſt day's journey. 


On the ſecond day Sir Charles 
Woodville met them, and conducted 
her to his houſe in London. When 


ſhe parted with her uncle ſhe could 


Not utter a word, ſhe ſeemed choaked 
with grief, and he, poor man, was not 
leſs affected. 


Upon their arrival in London, Sir 

e Mr ewe 
daughters, of whom ſhe had a faint 

recollection in the . nurſery. Lady 
| - Woodville 
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"Woodville was that evening gone to 
attend ſome engagement of long 
ſtanding, and neither of Sir Charles's 
' ſons were at home. The eldeft was a 
captain in the guards, and as diffipated 
as his very effeminate «conſtitution 
would allow him to be. — The 
youngeſt brother was in the navy, 
a handſome rough ſailor, and a per- 
fect contraft' to his brother; — he had 
been engaged in a late action, where 
he diſtinguiſned himſelf by great 
bravery and honor. Mifs Woodville 
was a fine figure but not very hand- 
ſome; — when our heroine was in⸗ 
ttoduced Miſs Woodville was feated 
at à tambour frame, from whence 
ſhe made no effort to riſe, -a flight 
inclinatton of the head was all the 
notice ſhe beftowed upon the fatigued 
B 2 traveller. 
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traveller. The youngeſt, Miſs Char- 
lotte Woodville, was practicing ſome 
airs upon the harpſichord; the mo- 
ment ſhe faw: Elizabeth ſhe flew. to 
her, and prefented:a little round face, 
with eyes full. of expreſſion, to ſalute 
her, who felt revived at this token of 
velcome. 
Miſs Woodville ordered ſome tea to 
be brought in, and then continued 
her work, ſometimes looking full in 
Elizabeth's face, with that kind of 
ſcrutinizing eye that always gives 
embarraſſment to the perſon ſo looked 
at. She aſked if ſhe liked the coun- 
try, and not waiting for an anſwer 
continued “was the journey pleaſant?” 
Elizabeth returned a yes, to both 
queſtions, and Miſs Charlotte ſeeing 
0 4 8 her 
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ELIZABETH! - 7 
her look a little confuſed by ſuck bes - 
haviour, kindly relieved her by ſeveral 
pleaſant e 87 555 in · a dr dif. 
ferent manner. 
| Having: paſſed: a long evening in 
this manner, Elizabeth began to feel 
herſelf much fatigued and ſleepy ;— 
but it was neceſſary ſhe- ſhould fit up 
*rill Lady Woodville's return, which 
was net, however, till a very late 
hour. A footman lighted her Las» 
dyſhip into the room, and ſhe turned 
to Elizabeth and embraced her wick 
great kindneſs, telling her ſhe was 
very happy to fee her, and that ſhe 
was ous a fine Gr. 8 


» þ* 


3 clas Woodville was grown WAY but 


was ſtill an exeeeding fine woman,—- 
| B 3 During; 
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During a ſlight ſupper ſhe looked 
frequently at Elizabeth with a kind of 
tender pity, to which her countenance. 
was not generally accuſtomed.— Per- 
haps ſhe traced in the features of Eli- 
zabeth ſome reſemblance to her un- 
happy ſiſter, and this might account 
for a melancholy which ſeemed to 
pervade over her face. = 


Sir Charles had retired ſome time, 2 
and the ladies ſoon after ſeparated, . 
each to their reſpective apartments. 
Elizabeth did not preſage a great deal 
ef comfort in this family, and ſome 
melancholy reflections aroſe to her | 
imagination; but as ſhe was not like 
moſt heroines, who can live days and 
months without ſleep, ſhe retired; to 
R | 1 0 


. 
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take that ſalutary repoſe ſo . 
after her j Japmney. 


Haring ** till what ſhe conſidered 

a late hour, ſhe aroſe, and dreſſed in 
haſte, leſt ſhe ſhould make the fa- 
mily wait breakfaſt; but on her en- 
tering the room, ſhe was ſurpriſed at 
ſeeing the curtains down, and no ap- 
pearance of any perſon having been 
in it ſince the preceding night. She 
was again returning to her apartment, 
when ſhe was met upon the ſtairs by 
Mrs. Tippet, the young ladies maid, 
who exclaimed, ** Dear, Meme, is 
ce any thing the matter ?—l am quite 
«ſcared to ſee you ſo early!” Eli- 
zabeth who really began to think ſhe 
had made ſome miſtake, aſked her 
what it was o'clock? who replied, 
B 4 (looking 
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(looking at her watch) Dear Meme, 
ec not eleven yet. Then, . ſaid: 
Elizabeth, at what hour do the 
&« family breakfaſt?” Never before 
% Twelve,” replied the fille de cham- 
bre, and I never goes into the young 
12 ladies rooms, to diſturb them, till 
4 after. eleven; but, Meme, I can 
« get you ſome tea if you pleaſe.” — 
Elizabeth thanked her, but did not 
chooſe any, and returned to her cham- 
ber, ruminating on the loſs of time 
and deſtruction of health theſe young 
ladies were providing for themſelves 
from the late hours they kept. She 
would not form haſty conjectures, but 
from what ſhe had already obſerved, 
ſhe began to think the way of life of 
her ruſtic couſins in Lancaſhire, was 
formed, upon a more rational plan. 
e When 


ELIZABETH» 9 


When Elizabeth heard that the 
family were aſſembled at breakfaſt 
ſhe haſtened to attend them, and 
could not avoid obſerving the languid 
looks of each. Sir Charles drank. 
baſons of tea, each holding near a pint; 
his eyes ſeemed ſunk in his head and 
half ſhut; — he now and then aſked a 
queſtion, which was interrupted by 
yawning before he finiſhed the ſens 
tence. Lady Woodville ſeemed not 
more awake, and the two young ladies 
_ complained of a complication of dif 
orders, all quite new to Elizabeth, and 
neither of them ſeemed in health or 
ſpirits. The eldeſt had long ſighed 
for a coronet, but finding none likely 
to offer, ſne had accepted the ad- 
dreſſes of a Mr. Leyden, a rich Na- 
bob, to whom ſhe was foon- to be 


married, | 


r 
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married, and ſhe already practiced all 
the grandeur of an eaſtern princeſs. 
Indeed the. gems, the fhauls, and the 
riches he poſſeſſed, were the only in · 
ducements ſhe had for becoming plain 
Mrs. Leyden; but as Sir Charles 
could not give them any very conſi- 
derable fortunes, a rich huſband was 
neceſſary to ſupport the ſtile of life in 
which they had been educated. 


Charlotte, the youngeſt, was pleaſing 
in her manners, and, with a good 
quantity of rouge, rather pretty, but 
her character was too ſtudied to be 
valuable; — ſhe was one of thoſe many 
who are every thing by turns and 
nothing long,“ and ſhe had not quite 
determined what character ſhe ſhould: 
aſſume. She affected at times great 
affability, 


ELIZABETH 1t: 


affability,—great- piety, duty, and af. 
fection to her parents, — all theſe 
virtues ſhe did in ſome ſmall degree 
poſſeſs; but ſhe talked too much of 
them to practice any in their proper 
order. — She was extremely variable, 
and could ſhew a hauteur towards her 
inferiors by no means. conſiſtent with 
the virtues. ſhe profeſſed.— Sie was 
accompliſhed, but ſhe would be every 
thing.—She would mount a bred 
horſe, and appear- in Hyde-Park as- 
the bold amazon, defying all danger; 
—ſhe would be dying to the ſoft airs: 
at the Italian opera, - and ſhe would 
unite the notable houſewife with -the- 
elegant fine lady; —but all theſe ex- 
cellencies being too much for a mor- 
tal to arrive at, ſhe fell ſhort in the 
attempt, and poſſeſſed none of them. 

. Lady 
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Lady © Woodville obſerved that 
Elizabeth's cloaths were made in a 
more faſhionable form than ſhe ſap- 
poſedd wWas known in the country; 
but your hair,” faid ber Ladyſhip, | 
<« muſt he put in better order, for it 
«© is now quite ſhocking. This drew 
the eyes of the young ladies full upon 
Elizabeth,” who replied, ſhe ſnould 
| be obliged for any inſtructions in the 
article of dreſs, not having been much 
in the way of it.“ This important 
matter being ſettled, we ſhall proceed 
by introducing to our readers the re- 
FOO ace of weed iloftrious Oy. | 


Mr. Charles Woodville; as before 
obſerved, was a captain'in the guards; 
when he firſt appeared Elizabeth took 
him for ſome infirm old man. He 
came 


3 


4 5 


ELIZABETH, 13 


came in. ſoon after four o'clock,.and 


exhibited a tall thin figure, almoſt bu 
ried in waiſtcoats and other ap- 


pendages his face looked emaciated 


by ſickneſs, and his voice hoarſe, but 
low; yet this man, when dreſſed and 
made up, was ſtiled an elegant man, 


and many fair ones were candidates 


for his attentions, as he was a pro- 
feſſed favorite of the women; — he 


was beſides, the only child of Lady 


_ 


thy of her particular love and regard. 
As ſoon as he advanced, ſhe. aſked 


him with great tenderneſs what he 


would have to eat? — and how he had 


been? To which he replied, © My 
„Gd, I am dying!—let me have 


ſome ſoup.—1 have not been in 


bed three hours, and I ſhall not | 


* dine 
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r dine before eight o'clock.” Then 
throwing himſelf upon a ſofa, he call'd 
to his ſiſter Charlotte, and in a loud 
whiſper aſked if that was Miſs Spencer? 
© Yes,” "replied ſhe, „this is our 


© couſin, - do you remember” her at 


#£.q1]1 3”: to which he anſwered, a my 


<c© G—4, not the ſmalleſtrecolleQion!” 
and after making her a very profound 
inclination of the head, (while his 


body and legs were laid up on the 
ſofa,) he took a full ſurvey of her 


whole perſon, never taking off his 
eyes for ſeveral minutes; this minute 
obſervation ſo diſtreſſed Elizabeth 
that ſhe would have left the room had 


not the arrival of his baſon of ſoup 
diſengaged his attention, and relieved 
her from ſo unpleaſant a ſituation. 


The 


© The evening produced the younger 
brother, George, -whoſe perſon and 


manners were as prepoſſeſſing in his 


favor as the other brother's were diſ- 
| guſting. in his fine open- counte- 
nance were diſplayed all the manty 
virtues, and he approached our he- 


XZ roine with a reſpectful freedom; telling 


ber © he was happy to ſee her, and 
4 that in the features of the fine woman 
3 he perfectly recognized the little 
playful Elizabeth.“ Indeed he was 
"7 the only one of the family who ſeemed 
1 do have given her any welcome, and 
© | with whom ſhe felt herſelf at all eaſy. 


Miſs Woodville was a diſagreeable 
character; —-how ſhe might appear 
abroad was impoſſible for Elizabeth 
to judge, but at home ſhe ſeemed 

abſorbed 
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abſorbed in herſelf, and never em- 
ployed in any thing but picking her 
teeth, and walking, with a ſtately ſtep, 
” from one Apartment. to the other. 
Charlotte was not leſs abſurd, though 
in a different way, ſhe was as active 
as the other was unbuſy. She would 
be thought. to - intereſt "herſelf very 
- much in what concerned Elizabeth, 
but ſhe was too uncertain to be relied 
upon in any one inſtance; — ſhe was 


the prude and the coquette in the 


ſame hour, and ſo ſatisfied with her- 


ſelf in each department ſhe affected to 
fulfil, that ſhe was a character neither f 
to be loved or reſpected. 3 
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N a ſhort time Elizabeth had o 
far ſtudied the temper and diſpoſition 
of each individual in the family, chat 
ſhe formed a plan of conducting her- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner as neither to be 
conſidered as an intruder, or as a vi- 
olent favorite with any one of them. 
George Woodville ſeemed to ſhew 
her the moſt attention, and was by 
Vol. IL C her 


was noticed by the world, as a ward of 4 
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ber conſidered as the moſt Wee 

of the family. She had now been in- 1 
troduced to the ſeveral viſi itants, and 
as her fortune was really conſiderably F 
larger than the Miſs Woodvilles, (and 3 
as fortune is always increaſed or di- 1 
miniſhed by repreſentation) it was by 3 
this calculation juſt doubled, and fhe 3 


Sir Charles Woodville's, ſaid to have 


at leaſt twenty-thouſand pounds; 4 
wiſe people naturally concluded: it 3 
would not be ſuffered to go out of 1 
the family, but that ſhe would be 2 1 


deſtined bride for one of the young | 
couſins. However, this was an opinion 2 
void of all foundation; Elizabeth | 
would | never pong: conſented to unite | | 


2 | 
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and Captain Wood ville kild matri 


mony as too mechanical for a man of 


a liberal education. = He had laviſhed 
large ſums upon an opera girl, to 


ſupply which, Sir Charles's eſtates had 
undergone ſome ſevere mortgages; 


and, except for the eclat of keeping 
fuch a girl, he would have been 


thankful to have had her taken off 
his hands, for he loved variety and 
ſeldom paid her a viſit. The fine 
perſon of Elizabeth attracted his 


notice, and he would gaze at her till 
ſhe was quite out of countenance; and 


though he affected a kind of careleſs 


indifference towards her, he would 
nevertheleſs throw his arms about her 


in ſuch a manner as rendered him her 
averſion, and ſhe would never, if ſne 


vs. ELIZABETH. 
ont. poſiibly. avoid i, 1 remain long; 
m his company, 


With. lids. chats... Rh 


N was more inclined to moralize 
than be entertained ;—but the time 


approached when ſhe was to be in- 
troduced to the play-houſes, operas, 


&c. and ſhe entered into the gaicty of 
theſe amuſements with as much ſpirit 


as any of them, and with the admira- 


tion theſe various exhibitions ſo juſtly. 


merited. 


o ®. 


1 one of the play- houſes that 
Mr. George Woodville introduced to 


her a gentleman of the name of 
Brereton. He was dreſſed in the naval 
uniform, and, to the moſt intelligent 


Sf — countenance 
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countenance und infinuating addreſs, 
woas joined a very fine petſon. N DUR 


002 l gr 


If he was particularly ſtruck with | 


the charms of Elizabeth, ſhe was not 
leſs fo with the elegant manfiers and 


pleaſing converſation of this intereſt- 


ing young man. He appeared to be 
more than thirty years of age, ſeemed 


to poſſeſs much good humour, and 


great knowledge of the world.— He 
informed Elizabeth the names of the 
principal performers; and ſeemed per- 
fectly acquainted with the merits of 
each; —he likewiſe ſhewed her ſome 
of the well known characters in the 


boxes, and gave her a conciſe hiſtory 


of their fame.—This afforded her a 
fand of amuſement, to which ſhe had 
4 oder been a ſtranger; no one elſe 


C3 * 2 
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baving told her the name of one 
creature, but left it to her own ſaga» 
city to make what diſcoveries ſhe 
might. | 
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| Elizabeth was now as much pleaſed: 
as ſnhe was entertained, and Mr. Brere- 
| ton found ſo much unaffeted good 
ſenſe in her remarks, and ſuch a flow 
of unſtudied wit, that he never left 
| her the whole evening; and when he 
handed her to the carriage, told her 
he hoped an acquaintance ſo plea- 
ſantly begun would not end with the 
evening. Elizabeth had not ſeen any 
man with whom ſhe was ſo well pleaſed 
as Mr. Brereton, except Lord Lan- 
dover, and indeed he loſt in the com- 
pariſon which ſhe drew between them. 

_ Sheaſked Mr, George Woodville who 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Brereton was? and what he knew 
of him) who only ſaid, he was a 
lieutenant in the ſame ſhip with him- 
ſelf, that he was a very good fellow, 
and he believed had ſome fortune, for 
he lived in a good ſtile and was uni- 
verſally liked. Elizabeth expreſſed 
berſelf in his favor, but Charlotte 
Woodville, who expected all men 
would - worſhip at her ſhrine, ſaid, 
he had a ſpecious manner which ſhe 
did not like or approve, and ſhe be- 
lieved his attentions and compliments 
were the ſame to all women. 


Elizabeth regarded very little what 
the ſaid, having ſeen in her ſuch 
Aagrant inſtances of falſehood and ca- 

price; and at the next interview with 
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Mr. Brereton ſhe was ſtill more and 
ne N 1 him. 
#4 21 EYOTEE ELM 7 
It happened one en at een 4 
ſhe fax E161d-L:andover, who the . F 
ment he obſerved her, approached, 
with pleaſure fparkting in his eyes. 
He aſked a thoufand- queſtions ina 
breath, <= How long-the had been in 
London? Where ſhe was? — How 
tong ſhe ftard? & c. & c. Elizabeth 
felt a ſecret pleaſure in anſwering 
theſe queſtions with a kind of indit- 
ference, and ſhewing a marked pre- 
ference to Mr. Brereton, who was cloſe 
by her; for 'fhe thought Lord Lan- 
dover's laſt behaviour deſerved this 
fort of treatment from her, and fhe was 
not a Hite plenſed that Lord Landover 
ſhould lee a man (at leaſt equal to 
himſelf 


* 
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A | him elf in perſon and manners, the! 
inferior in rank) ſo much attached to 
ber. This kind of retaliation is fo 
ſtrongly implanted in the breaſt of 
A every female, and our heroine is ſub- 
ject to ſo many imperfections in the 
eourſe of her hiſtory, that the reader 
muſt not condemn her for a behaviour 
ſo truly natural and peculiar to the 
: fex. She behaved with uncommon re- 
ſerve to Lord Landover, and ſhewed 
equal vivacious intimacy towards Mr. 
Brereton; and when Lord Landover 
offered his hand to conduct her out, 
the drew her's back and inſtantly 
preſented it to Mr. Brereton. 


His Lordſhip now felt the ſtings of 
jealouſy; for tho? he was entered into 
a very diſſipated way of life, and had 

7 gr 
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no thoughts of marrying, - yet EH 
zabeth clung to his heart, and he 
could not endure to ſee her ſhew ſuch. 
a decided preference to another. He 
was (herefore turning away in a furious 
paſſigg, had net Lady Woodville FB 
claimed his attention; ſhe had ob- 
ſerved his acquaintance with her niece, 
and having her reaſons for wiſhing 
him to be a viſitant at her houſe, ſhe 
gave him a moſt polite invitation, and 
this recalling him to his recollection, 
he with equal politeneſs promiſed to 


avail himſelf of her attention. Mean 


time Elizabeth enjoyed her ſeeming 
triumph, and when the evening of 
Lady Woodville's aſſembly came, our 
Heroine had the ſatisfackion of be- 
holding both theſe lovers in her train; 
ſhe was in high ſpirits and practiced 
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all the airs of a finiſhed coquette— 
She ſometimes encouraged Lord Lan- 
dover with ſmiles and converſatioas of 


paſt times, in order to throw him at a 
greater diſtance when ſhe choſe to be- 
ſtow her more marked ailtention to 
Mr. Brereton, —ſuch is the "_ of 
inexperienced e 258 211 

the cloſe of the evening, 
the ſaw Captain Woodville-emter one 
of the rooms, who immediately came 
up to Lord Landover, with whom he 
ſeemed on terms of the greateſt inti- 


macy. — Elizabeth, notwithſtanding. 
her affected indifference to his Lord - 


ſip, felt a ſort of uneaſy ſenſation” at 
obſerving him to be ſo well acquainted 
wich a man, who (tho' nearly allied 
to Ty ſhe deteſted; her eyes con- 

tinually 
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einn wardered-4 to that part of the 
room where they were, and where they | 
-ſeemed to be in earneſt diſcourſe. 
She now in her turn experienced a 
- ſhare in the uneaſineſs ſhe had been 
inflicting.— She watched them ſo very 
- attentively, and ſeemed ſo abſorbed in 
her obſervation, that Mr. Brereton 
-.aſked her © what magnet drew her eyes 
and fixed her whole attention? — Was 
it true what report had circulated, that 
Captain Woodville was to be the 
happy man?—or did ſhe mean to ſa- 


-crifice her charms to the empty ſound 
* a title: as 


44 


9 

3 

1 
1 


Elizabeth ſtarted at theſe ſuppoſi- 
tions, and haſtily aſſured him, that 
Captain Woodville was her averſion; 
. E to ms Landover, ſhe had 


known 


r ce 
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known; 1 wr 55 was, 3 


and could not help being ſorry to ob- 


ſerve his ſeeming great intimacy with 
a man whoſe character appeared ſo. 
truly oppoſite to his own, Brereton 
replied to this, chat he had not the 
honor of Lord Landover's acquaint- 
ance, but if he might credit general 

report, his Lordſhip had nothing to- 
learn from Captain Woodville,” This 
infinuation was ſpoken in a manner 
which Elizabeth did not quite ap- 
prove, —it was not Mr. Brereton 8. 
cuſtom to throw out illnatured hints, 
but ſhe attributed it to jealouſy, as ſhe 
had frequently obſerved he looked and. 
thewed evident ſigns of uncaſineſs, 
whenever Lord Landover appeared at- 


tentive to her; ſo ſetting down his 


behaviour to the ſcore of love, ſhe 
7 the- 


gow . — 
— =-- —V— — 


be more readily; forgave what other- 
wiſe ſhe would have deemed: at leaſt 
: vers. 


474 


3 oft 1e the company ſeparated, 


*Captain-W oodvitle addretted her in a 
very free manner, and aſked her if 


ſhe ſhould not feel gratified by having 
ſome blood ſpilt in her fervice? The 


idea chilled her heart, and he haſtily 
demanded what he meant, Oh, no- 
thing,“ ſaid he, but the common 
conſequence of beauty and admi- 
ration!“ and fo faying he turned 
to ſome other party; but it made 
Elizabeth ſerious, — ſhe did not at all 
underſtand him, —and ſhe knew him 
to be capable of any miſchief.— Such 
were the reflections which prevented 
her from ſleeping till a very late hour, 


and 
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and ſhe did not appear in the break - 
faſt room till every one of the fa- 
mily had been ſome time aſſerabled; 


but although ſhe had been dreaming 


of duels and terrifying ſcenes, nothing 


of what ſhe apprehended was realized, 


and ſhe juſtly placed her uneaſineſs to 
the ill- nature of Captain Woodville. 


Mr. Brereton continued his aſſidu- 


ities, and made her an offer of mar- 
riage in fo diffident and humble a 
manner, as appeared very captivating, 
and ſhe meant not to hold him long 
in ſuſpence; — but ſhe wiſhed firſt to 
examine the ſtate of her own heart 
very minutely, before ſhe ventured to 


make a decided choice in a matter of 


to: arch PINE 
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Sir Charles Woodyille very fre- 
quenily brought gentlemen home to 
dinner with him, and one day he in- 
troduced a Baron Huygledorft, a 
german, who aiterwards became a 
frequent viſitor there. He was a 
Mort ſquare figure, about fifty years 
of age, — bad a full face with ſmall 
black eyes, and a ſhort red noſe.— He 
was civil and well bred, but there was 
nothing prepoſſeſſing either in his 
perſon, manners, or converſation; 
he profeſſed himſelf a great admirer of 
beauty, and always {poke of himſelf 
as 4 young man. Elizabeth ſcarce 
beſtowed a thought upon him, till, 
his attentions to her became ſo par- 
ticular ſhe could no longer avoid no- 


ticin g them; — ſhe conſidered it as a 


good joke, and often laughed with 
Mr. 


ELIZABETH. 33 


Mr. Brereton and others, at what ſhe 
called her new conqueſt and her old 
lover. But it ſoon became matter of 
more ſerious conſideration, for one 
morning, after Lady Woodville had 
bebaved with more than uſual civility 
towards her, ſhe defired her attendance 
in her dreſſing- room, and having pre- 
ſaced the diſcourſe by obſerving how 
extremely neceſſary it was for a young 
woman, who had no parents, to be 
ſettled in life as ſoon as poffible, —ſhe 
proceeded, by enumerating the many 
inſtances of regard ſhe, and indeed the 
whole family, had ever ſhewn Eli- 
zabeth. But,“ added ſhe, © no 
longer, my dear, to keep you in 
6 ſuſpence of the happineſs which 
* awaits you, I am deſired by Sir 
Charles, to inform you, that Baron 
Vol. II. D *© Huygledortt 
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Huy aledorft bas, made propoſals: & | q 
marriage, through him, to you, and 
cc «Lam happy to be the meſſenger of 
ce © ſuch n news, and ec my _ 


5 


Elizabeth: was Hah moment Su con- 
fuſed at, this unexpected declaration, 
that ſhe could not find words to ex- 
preſs, her ſurpriſe; and by not making 
an immediate anſwer, he gave Lady 
Woodville an ee of _ 
One 4. 6 Gong, 


9 1 $$ 


; Sh So 


7 


„ 1 7 
1800 


8 © Nothing,” 8 hoe, e. 8 
happened ſo fortunate; he is im- 
«© menſely rich, and has a noble bouſe; 
* you will have jewels, - equipage, 
in ſhort, every thing a young wo- 
< man can wiſh: forg--and beſides, 


0 r is 3 man! Theſe laſt 
> words 


wy 
Q 
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e ne Elizabeth courage; as they 
appeared ſo ill applied, and ſo truly 
ridiculous. A charming man, Ma- 
dam!“ repeated Elizabeth, hy 
«-you cannot ſurely be in earneſt, I 
„ fhould juſt as ſoon think of being 
married to my grand- father; but 
« if you ate really ſerious, muſt” be 
„ ſcrious alſo, and defire Sir Charles 
« will inform Baron Huygledorft, that 
«it is a propoſal which by no means 
meets my approbation.” By no 
„means meets your approbation,” 
repeated Lady Woodville; '*© indeed I 
hall carry no ſuch meſſage: Land 
pray why does it not meet your ap- 
4 probation d For various reaſons,” 
replied Elizabeth, 4 in the firſt place, 
* Iwill never marry any man ſo much 
N hm than muyſelf, -in the next 
der D 2 6 place 
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cc place, 1. dos not like his e 
0 and as to his perſon, i it is. odious; 
cc and above all, I will. never give 
6c my hand, without my heart; it was 
<6 * ſome. of the laſt adyice my dear 
cc father gave me, and as ſuch I would 
6c * adhere, to it, even were my inclina- 
66 tions not to coincide with it.“ 

0 Upon my We ” 4 Lady 
Woodville, you have made a very 
6 pretty diſplay of your ignorance, 
Miss Spencer; as to your father, 
ce poor man, be knew but little of the 
cc world, and you know {till leſs, it 
6x therefore ſeems necetlary | to inform 
« yqu, that if you perſiſt 1 in refuſing 


the Baron, you will be laughed at 


40 by all your acquaintance hy it 
is a match that ſo young women 
BD cs in 
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© in Landed would: refuſe. As to 
60 your notions of not liking him, and 
« giving yout heart with your hand, 

«and all ſuch tuff, it is quite ob- 
«-ſ2lere, only fit for Mother Goole” 8 
«Tales; and let me tell vou, Miſs 
cc Spencer, for a young woman to ob- 
ect to a man on account of his 
« perſon, carries with it an indelicacy 
oy extremely ſhocking, and I beg you 
ce will never repeat that as an ob- 


939-1 $i VBI lte <a Y 


* rr 


Elizabeth athiowtedged! her 18. 
norance of the world, but again re- 
peated her objections. Lady Wood- 
ville inſiſted on the great advantages 
ſhe refuſed, telling her “ that Mils 
1. Woodville” 8 match with Mr. Leyden,, 
an Derr in x point of money) v was not 
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« ſo great; and concluded with tel 


ing her, “that if ſhe. had formed 


« any thoughts of Lord Landover, it 3 
Was too romantic to admit a mo- 
ce ment's conſideration; — and as to 
4 Frederick Brereton, you would not 
« ſurely be fo abſurd,” continued 
Lady Woodville, as to think of a 
man whom nobody knows, —a ſex 
« adventurer, — perhaps à fortune- 
hunter, — to be a ſailor's wife, with- 
« out any home, — without any 
& ſettlement !*? 


Elizabeth aſſured her Ladyſhip; 
« ſhe never entertained a thought 
«© now of Lord Landover, whatever 
« ſhe might have done in her 
% days of childhood;—and as to 
Mr. Brereton, ſhe had made no en- 

„gagement 
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ce gagement wich him, though ſhe 
« could ſee no reaſon why a man 
« whoſe manners and profeſſion be- 
« ſpoke him a gentleman, ſhould be 


* deemed. ſo uy (Ore of ny” 


This ingenuous confſlich of Eli- 
zabeth's, gave Lady Woodville a 
great advantage over her. She told 
her '** ſhe was very glad ſhe had dil- 


& covered who were her favorites, 
and that Mr. Brereton fniould no- 
longer be received at their houſe.“ 
So ſaying, ſhe left NORD to me- 
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P OOR Elizabeth felt herſelf muck- 
diſtreſſed.— As to marrying Baron 
Huygledorft, ſhe would ſooner die 
than conſent to any thing ſo prepoſ- 
terous.— Of Brereton ſhe had formed 
the higheſt opinion, and his attach- 
ment to her ſeemed to be founded 
upon eſteem and love. She could not 
think him ſuch an adventurer as Lady 
Woodville 
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Woodville had inſinuated; —'tis true 
he had never mentioned his friends, 
but they might all be dead, or per- i 
haps, like her mother, (if the were bi 


Ii 
» "Ba. 1 . * ; J 1 
alive,) living in diſgrace; - ſhe would [| 


be the laſt perſon to enquire too mi- = 
nutely, or to- think of inveſtigating. | 
family concerns: Neither had ſhe 
promiſed” him her hand, there were 1 
moments when ſhe thought her heart | 
not ſo free an offering as ſhe wiſhed: 
it. She liked Mr. Brereton, was 
happy in his company, and felt a: 
gratitude towards him for his unre- 
mitting attention to her; and had ſhe- 
never ſeen Lord Landover, ſhould 
have preferred Mr. Brereton to all 
mankind, — Vet ſuch is the per- 
verſeneſs of human nature, chat what 
we would forget we cannot, nor ceaſe 
17500 to 
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to love; thoꝰ reaſon and juſtice unite: 
with every other power to forbid it. 


The elegant, tender, and ingenuous- 
Henry Rivers, was changed to the 
diſſipated ſelf- ſufficient Lord Lan- 
dover; the early impreſſion of the 
former was defaced by the higher po- 
lim of the latter, yet the idea could? 
not be completely obliterated. Eli- 
zabeth felt ſenſations, whenever Lord 
Landover appeared, which played: 
round her heart and left it not at li- 
berty to make a ſecond election. In 
this doubting ſituation ſnhe was one 
night at che play-houſe, where Mr. 
Brereton joined her; for he had found 
himſelf ſo ilb received at Sir Charles 
Woodville's ſince Elizabeth had pro- 
feſſed her diſlike to Baron Huypledorfe, 

93 that 
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chat he never had an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to her but at a public place. 


It happened ſoon after they were 
ſeated, that Elizabeth obſerved a very 
elegant woman in an oppoſite box, and 
enquired of Mr. Brereton who the was 
He at firſt ſmiled and gave her no an- 
ſwer, but upon her repeating the 
queſtion, he told her it was a perſon 
who was kept by Lord Landover, 
and this was confirmed by his ord- 


ſhip's ſoon after appearing and hand- 


ing ber out of the box. Elizabeth 
uſed every argument with herſelf to 
drive the cireumſtance from ber mind, 


but in vain; it would recur, and gave 
her a fort of uneaſineſs at which ſne 


was very angry with herſelf. 
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Sir Charles Woodville had men- 
tioned to her the wiſhes of Baron. 
| Huygledorft, and added his own to» 
| them that ſtie would accept of ſo eli- 
i | gible an offer; at leaſt that ſhe would 
| | | permit the Baron to plead his own. 
1 | cauſe, for which purpoſe he told her 
| | be ſhould introduce her that very day. 


ELIZABETH; 


Elizabeth ſet forth numberleſs rea- 
ſons why ſhe could: not accept him for 
her huſband, and Sir Charles only. 
begged her to ſee the Baron; which 
requeſt he urged with ſuch gentle and 
polite perſuaſion, ſhe could not refuſe 
to grant, and nee, the Baron. 
was en | 


He addreſſed Elizabeth in a very 
lover like ſtile; —he told her he was 
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very ſenſible; of chat; e great dit. 


parity there was in their ages, but he 
truſted ſhe, would overlook that cir- 


cumſtance, in the great eſteem, at- 


tention, and profound love he would 
ever obſerve towards her; that her 
will ſhould ever direct his, and be the 
rule of his life, —and ſhe ſhould form 
no viſh but ſhould” be gratified as far 
as his fortune could produce, and that 
ſhe ſhould order her W n | 


| Elizabeth, aſſured. him * was 


very grateful to him for the good 
opinion he had formed of her, and the 


teſtimony of regard he had ſhewn by 


his generous offers; that in return ſhe 
would deal plainly with him, and ſhe 
was certain he would think with her, 
hat ſomething more than eſteem and 
gratitude 
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gratitude! ſhould be required, to con- 
ſtitutechappineſs in the married ftates 
and ſhe would give her hand to no 
man, unleſs 4r were accompanied with 
her whole heart. The Baron made 
her many compliments, notwith- 
ſtanding his diſappointment, but as 
he ſpoke very bad Engliſh they are 
omitted, except the conclufion, which 
the reader may pronounce in nr 
Baron's own worde 
Fair lady, den me bid you adieu; 
% my beſt ſervices will always be at 
your command, and whenever you 
meet wid de man dat is worthy to 
*.be bleſs. wid your n en * 
9 nnen 9mot 10g 101 
B 11 Jarno del es bas bd 
thel bans: 201 0 Elizabenk! 
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Elizabeth made him à handſome 


anſwer, and thus ended the Barons 
courtſhip; and Eligabeth congratulaied 
herſelf on its — fo * for 1 
parties. 


be family of the Woodvilles were 
not, however, ſo well ſatisfied. On 
'the morning Lady Woodville had 
conferred with Elizabeth on the ſub- 
ject of the Baron, and found her ſo 
little diſpoſed to concur with her 


opinion, ſhe left her in great anger. 


— Having informed both her daugh- 
ters of the reſult, ſhe obſerved, that 


the fooliſh girl could not poſſibly 
have reſuſed ſuch a match if ſhe had 


not got ſome idle love ſtory in her 
head; and as ſhe thought it was 
Brereton whom ſhe favored, Lady 

| Woodviile 
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Woodville: ſaid ſhe would ſpeak to 
her fon Gecige, to tell him that the 
viſits Of his friend wou] u be 
agreeable. A IIs SUES - © 
Charlotte Woodville had obſerved 
more of Elizabeth than any of the 
reft, and ſhe replied, © indeed, 
Madam, you are miſtaken, Brere- 
% ton is only a blind; I have ſeen a 
great deal of Miſs Spencer, and am 
$ very certain ſhe is in loye witk 
« Lord Landover.“ This ſpeech 
Touſed Miſs Woodville from her 
uſual indifference, and ſhe haſtily 
repeated, Lord Landover,— what 
% prepoſterous idea!“ - Charlotte 
began explaining her various reaſons 
for her. conjecture, which Lady 
Wooevilte having heard, the did not 
1 know 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Miss Woodville, who has been 
deſcribed in the foregoing chapter as 
very much diſconcerted at the idea of 
Elizabeth's thinking of, Lord Lan- 
dover, when ſhe herſelf- was only: 
going to be married to a plain Mr. 
was very much diſturbed, and retired 
to dreſs in a very ill humour. Mrs. 
Ti ippet, her maid, was ſometimes ad- 
mitted 
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mitted to a toilet converſation, and as 
ſhe was curling Miſs Woodville's hair, 
ſhe began in the following manner: 


Dear me, Meme, don't you think 
« as Miſs Spencer looks very me- 


&« ]ancholy of late?” „What is Miſs” 


Spencer to me?” replied Miſs 
Woodville, in a peeviſh tone, “1 
* with you would mind what you are 
about.“ Yes, Meme, out only, 
„Meme, don't you think as it was 
e vaſtly odd that Mils Spencer ſhould 
„think to marry fuch a gentleman 
as my Lord Landover, whether he 
c would or no, as it were?“ 4 Why,” 


_ Miſs Woodville, *<* what is it vou 


* mean, have you loſt your ſenſes?” 
"07; no, Meme, indeed, but it was 
* for ſartain true, "becauſe as my 
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bl Lord" 's gentleman, Mr. Lyra i 135 
« great friends with Captain Wood- 
ec villes gentleman, Mr. Walker, 
cc and they be curriſpundenis, and all. 
44 that, tho! once they fit a, duel, con- 
6c cerning 3 cheeſemqnger” $ daughter, 
40 * but now, Meme, they be greater 


44 friends than ever;. and Mr, Walker 


« tod me, Meme, bur then it was in 
ce the moſt confidennalett ſecret way 
« as. could be, as how his Lordſhip 
40 was once in love with. Miſs Spencer, 
40 and he followed her down into 
« Lankiſire, and purtended as he was 
« viſiting in the _ neighbourhood, 
cc < when all the time be was only at: 

an Inn, and there he ſtaid till be 
a was tired, and Miſs Spencer was 
ec very fond of him, but there was 


v0 more young ladies, and they alk 


wante a: 


* = 
as ccc 
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ve wanted to bare him like, and to, 
4 Meme, * was forced to” come 
4 away; ; and; then Miſs Spencer took 


. n ſadly, and toon followed him, 


-ec * for then, Nr. the writ to my 


Io: 450 now my 15d don't care C about 
<« her, for he keeps one of them there 
ee naughty women, and do, Meme, 
* b 1s the truth.“ e 


on Ip 


ce Well,” aid. Miſs Ws 6dville, 
% never heard of ſuch a deep laid 
4. ſcheme, but I am glad the is diſ- 
cc appointed, for fuch artful forward 
te girls ought never to be gratified 
* and it is not at all probable. that 
Lord Landover ſhould ever think 
1 * of marrying Tuch a Sie 85 
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O, no, Meme, to be ſure,” re- 
plied Mrs. Kere 60 be could. never 
« think of „ only Miſs Spencer 
cc would "Ig to 3 it thought ſo;— 
ce but we all knows better, — no, 1 
reals Mr. Walke r, to be ſure, ſays 
&« I, my Lord would not think for to 
| cc go for to marry her; to be ſure 
1 perſon is well enough, and all 
ce that; but then ſhe is not like you, 
% Meme, nor Miſs Charlotte, Meme, 
&« and Mr. Walker ſays as ſhe can't 
66 * know nothing of the world !” 


e Well, Tippet,” ſaid Miſs Wood- 
ville, „I defire you will not talk of 
e this affair, becauſe if it came to be 
% made public, it might be a very 
6 great prejudice to the girl. and, 
6 baba if luch, A ſtory was known, 

nobody 
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nobody Gold e ber * 0 
ee dear, no, Meme, I hall never fay 
nothing concerning it, and it is 
c mighty* good of you, Meme, to 
„ overlook ſuch faults, and try to 


47. * 2 


wh r uch doings.” os 
Miſs Woodville having Nad this 

intelligence from the lady of the 

mb, did not fail to communicate 


it, with ſome embelliſhments of her 


own, to Lady Woodville and her 
fiſler, who "debated whether or not 
Elizabeth ſhould not be diſmiſſed 
their houſe. © But Sir Charles, when he 


came to be informed from whence 


they had received their information, 
would not by any means allow that 
Miſs Spencer ſhould be condemned 
n __ celtimony of ſervants. Miss 
Wocdville 
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Woodville likewiſe informed her | 
brother, che Captain, of what ſhe 
called tere diſgrace, Who 


< He! Capopled the real matter was 


cc that Landover wiſhed to have her 


„ upon eaſier terms, The girl,“ 


aid he, is a fool, for if ſhe had 
4 married Huygledorſt, he might 


< have choſen what. tata an 
* pleaſed, afterwards.” | 


The 3 ce of all theſe cabals 


Was very unpleaſant. to poor Eliza- 


beth. The frequent inſinuations that 
Were thrown out, ſuch as 3h That 
young women ſhould be extremely 


circumſpect whoſe conduct had 


been blamable, and in excuſe for 
at going with, her into public places, 
ie it 


* 1 - — — 
1 —— — Re - 
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« were | alin very j careful. eb ap- 


e pearing with people 


c viour had not been altogether pro- 
per; —and that a perſon who had 


* endeayoured to make het fortune 
<« by. artful methods never fucceeded, 
< glad to aceept of any offer after- 
<< wards, much ben refuſe a er 


2. one,” 


All cheſe inuendes were a myſtery 


to Elizabeth, but ſhe thought they 


ſeemed to be pointed at her.— Her 
patience and forbearance were at laſt 
exhauſted, and ſhe one day demanded 
of Miſs Woedville what it all meant, 
and to whom they alluded ?— Miſs: 
n | to have an oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity of introducing the ſubject, and 
at the fame time mortifying Eliza- 
beth,” ſaid, Dear; Miſs Spencer, T 
c wonder how you can affect to be 
a ſtranger to what is ſo univerſally 
* known!” „ What is ſo univerſally 
„ known?” replied Elizabeth, Why 

c your conduct to Lord Landover,” 
faid Miſs Woodville, ** wy a no 
& ſecret: of it, 1 affure you.” 


4 % 


The fond expreſſion which had 
eſcaped Elizabeth in her early youth, 
at the firſt panting with Henry Rivers, 
inſtantly occurred to her remem- 
brance, and ſhe ſuppoſed he had been 
baſe enough to mention it, the cruel 
idea of which filled her boſom with 
the moſt keen agony. The blood 
e into her Wen ſhe burſt into 

tears, 


| 
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Tears, - and unthinkingly exclaimed, 


Can he be ſo baſe as to have made 


* known my weakneſs?“ This un- 
guarded. expreſſion was aà ſufficient 
confirmation to Lady Woodville and” 


her daughters, of (what they termed) 


her guilt; and, by way of conſolation, 
they. told her, ſhe ſhould not have 
been ſo weak as to ſuppoſe, that a 
young man of the world, like Lord 
Landover, would be drawn in by 
ſuch methods as theſe.— The only 


excuſe that could be found for her, 


was her youth, and the little Know- 


ledge ſhe had of che world; and the 


only method to retrieve her repu- 


tation, was that of marrying Baron 
Huygledorft. . Retrieve my repu- 


ce tation!” cried Elizabeth, in a 
tranſport, of grief and rage, , can it 
"SEE 
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<< 2 poſſible chat a ſew ſimple words, 
ex preſſed from the youth and in- 
c nocence of my heart, ſhould now 
«riſe up againſt me; - or that a form 
e like that of Henry Rivers ſhould 
*«© conceal a heart capable of ſo much 
* baſeneſs and duplicity.” Saying this 
ſhe left the room, and when retired to 
ther on chamber, gave way" to the 
moſt — forrow. 


When the firſt violence of her 
paſſion was abated, ſhe began to con- 
ſider what merhod ſhe ſhould take to 
extricate herſelf from her diſagreeable 
perſecutors,— for ſack” ſhe ſtiled Lady 
Woodville and her daughters, whom 
The never could conſider as aunt and 
:coufins. What could ſhe do? T0 
return to her uncle, in Lancaſhire; 
ee 191 15 19999901q 991 ee 
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| of; TIC OU 30 

| 0 toon, © was what be. did por wih: 

and to go back to Mr. Burnaby would 

but incommode him, and be, would: 

conſider her like a bad ſhilling, re- 


rurned upon his hands in 


Whither to e che knew. not.. 


4 * 1 
I. 


* one moment the Aarti; to 


ns.” as the only method of 


proving her innocence.— Te marry 
the Baron was out of the queſtion, 
ſuch a ſtep ſhe would have conſideted 


as proſtitution: ut the gentle, the 


all. accompliſned Brereton axoſe in 
her imagination, with every power — 
perſuaſion and means of protection. 


To whom ſhould. ſhe fly but to the 
arms of a fond lover, who would ar 
once, be the guardian of her honor 
and the protector of her youth.— 

There 
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There was now no imipediment, — if 


her heart had ever felt any love for 
Lord Landover, it was now changed 
to the moſt violent hatred ;— baſe 
wretch that he was, ſhe longed to 
ſhew him bow much ſhe defpiſed and: 


| r * e e 


The reſult then of this debate with 
herſelf, was, that ſhe would aſſume an 
air of indifference towards the Wood- 


ville's, and that ſhe would imme- 


diately marry Mr. Brereton. She ap- 
peared to the family therefore as 


eompoſed as poſſible, and a few 


evenings after this day, ſne met Mr. 
Brereton at an aſſembly, where, as 
was his cuflom, he renewed his pang 
and was accepted. e e 
n bar by /agas d The g 


The ſame. evening, likewife,-gra-- 


tified. her wiſh in meeting Lord Lan- 


dover, who when he approached to 
accoſt her, ſhe turned from him with 
the moſt contemptuous air“ This 
was ſo new, and at the ſame time ſo 


affronting, that he (unconſcious of 


ever having given occaſion for ſuch 
behaviour) determined to ſhew her as 
much. contempt on his part. Thus: 


were two people thrown aſunder, 


whom fate ſeemed to have formed for 
a happy union. 


There is, in ſome part of China, a 


law, whereby every perſon who is 
found and proved guilty of a falſehood, 
or, in groſſer words, a lie, ſhall have 


their mouths ſewed up; and if ſuck 


a law. was to be enacted and enforced 
in 


in all countries, i it would be but too 
Kite a puniſhment for the many miſ- 
chiefs arifing from- to. wretched ani 


m * 


ever againſt Lord Landover, and de- 
able life ſhe experienced at Sir 
Charles Woodville's, agreed to meet 
——— in Kenſington 
Gardens, in order to ſettlè ſome plan 
for their marriage. However im- 

udtent this may appear, Elizabeth 
thought there was no alternative; and 
' the became impatient to remove from 
Ber preſent ſituation / When the 
morning carne ſhe-- repaired” to che 
| place/appbittes, has dee ſod her 


$ } 7 
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layer, impatiently expecting her ar- 
rival. He expreſſed the moſt lively 
gratitude, and the tendereſt affection, 
and left no remaining doubt in the 
boſom of Elizabeth, of her confidence 
and regard being worthily fixed; he 
urged her to go off with him imme- 
diately to Scotland, hut to :this pro- 


pol: al ſhe. would. not give her; appro- 


bation. - There was, the ſaid, ſome- 
Kingdom with a man; in order to 
be married, that was truly repugnant 
ic all. propriety and delicacy, and was 
— FR 
nn 
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conſent of two of her guardians, Mr. 
Selwyn; and her uncle;—and with 
their joint intereſt they would eaſily 
perſuade Sir Charles Woodville to 
give his conſent. Mr. Brereton told 
her, delays were dangerous; — that he 
well knew (except George Wood- 
ville,) he had not a ſingle friend in 
that family, —and he was very certain, 
as ſoon as Sir Charles Woodville 
knew their intentions, he would uſe 
all his endeavours to prevent her 
other two guardians from giving their 
conſent.— Thus would his happineſs. 
be utterly.deſtroyed, and they might | 
be ſeparated, for ever. That as ſhe.. 
had expreſſed ſuch reluQance and ob- 
objections to a. Scotch marriage, he 
would by no means urge her to it: 
But there Was Jett a method left, 

. though 
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thongh not” ſo ſpeedy yet quite” as. 
fecure; which was, to take lodgings 
in the name of both parties, and be 
aſked” three ſeveral Sundays in the 
pariſn church wherein ie" houſe off 


* lod Sings Velutgede 


* 


This pb met the entire appro- 
bation of Elizabeth, and fhe told Mr. 


Brereton ſhe ſhould then have time to 


conſult and receive the advice of a 


very particular friend of her father's, 
without whoſe council he, "On his 
death bed, enjoraet! her to take no 


important ſtep.— Mr. Brereton con- 
jured her to write no letters, or make 
any confeſſions that might have the 
moſt diſtant fhadow ) of *delafitſs the 
marriage; — ab& as Elizabeth now 


looked” Vel Mr. Brereton as the 
den 3 man 


— ——— ¶ ͤ t — 
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man bans ſo nearly tier huſband; 
that he was in ſome! degree already 
entitled to her obedience, promiſed 
that he would not write, either to 


this friend or to any of her guardians 
b after ro banns had —_ TR. 


BE 


£ 1 farisfied, Lihey nd. 


only agreeing to meet in a morning 


vecafionally, in _ e 10 


Wee iure union. 11 1 1 f. 

LABILE H0⁊Q5˙q . 11411 MI. 93D no 

1 Sir Charles Woodville's houſe was 

in the pariſh of St. George's, Han- 
over- Square, therefore, Mr. Brereton 
had nothing to do but to take lodgings 
in the ſame pariſh; and thus the pub- 

cation would: be ae legal. 
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In the mean time Elizabeth felt her- 
mind much more compoſed than it 
Had been for: ſome time before; ſhe 


behaved with: the utmoſt. politeneſs to 
the Woodvilles, but ſhe never had 
entered into any great degree of in- 


timacy with them, and ſhe was: now 
more than ever reſerved. She exa- 


mined her heart, and found not the 

leaſt remaining partiality for Lord 
Landover, and ſhe. congratulated her- 
ſelf upon the triumph; indeed ſhe 


eonſidered her future happineſs likely 


to be much more permanem in the 
choice ſhe had no made, than if her. 
firſt nn be e eee 
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* ” 11 1 file of life i in 1 


Lor Landover, and indeed all young 


men of his fortune and faſhion live 
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in, might have led her into tempta- 
tions and errors, from Which, in a 
more butmible ſphere, ſhe would be 
tefs likely to fall inte; and ſhe was 
certain, both her uncle and Mr. Sel- 
wyn (nay even Mr. Burnaby) would 
rather ſee her in the ſafe protection of 
aworthy man, like Mr. Brereton, than. 
wife to a diſũpated nobleman; whoſe 
early conduct was already marked by 
flagrant acts of indiſeretion.— Thus 
ſhe reaſoned; and thus does every 
young woman reaſon who is deter- 
mined to follow her own inclinations, 


and would find an excuſe for every 


one of her friends to approve them. 
She took care never to mention the 
conduct of Lord Landover to Mr. 
Brereten, leſt ſuch information might 
be productive of ill conſequences. 
ä Ke During 
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During the three: weeks that they 
waited for the publication of che banns, 9 
they had frequent meetings, for as i 
ſhe roſe many hours before:the-Wood- | þ J 
viiles, ' ſhe was never: mifled in 1a. | 
| 


She likewiſe. met Lond: Toni | | 
once or twice, and the ſame ſhyneſs 
prevailed. between them. Andeed it 
gave his Lordſhip no {mall uneaſineſs, 
for though, as has before been ob- 
ferved, he bad no immediate inten- 
tion of marrying Elizabeth, yet in 
the courſe of his obſervations upon 
other women, ſhe always roſe ſuperior 
to them all, in his imagination; and 
as he could in no poſſible way account 
for her a behaviour, bg: was ſe- 
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verat times tempted to come to an- 
explanation with her, but a little 


rn et A PEEE> a 


FE 


pride and pique always prevented 
him, as he knew he had not deſerved 
fach treatment. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


EAN time the banns were 1 


lied, and Frederick Brereton and 
Elizabeth Spencer were ranked with. 


| ſome dozens of other couples without 


any one's noticing or attempting to 
forbid them.— Indeed it was not very 
likely to have been the caſe, for none 
of Sir Charles Woodville's family 


ever 
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ever frequented the church, and Mr. 


Brereton was but liitle Kno]Ü0 w. 
Every thing being thus far in rea- 
dinaſe it only remained to fix the 


happy day; — ſomebody muſt be let 


into the ſecret, but who this ſhould 
be was a difficulty. Elizabeth. never 
poſſeſſed tat rage for a female friend: 
which ſome young ladies carry to a 
degree of enthuſiaſm, and it would be 
dangerous to truſt to a ſttanger. She 
thought of a Mrs. Green, a millener, 
with whom ſhe had had ſome dealings; 
and ſhe rather preferred her becauſe 
it would not be neceſſary to inform 
her of. it before the morning the mar- 
age was to take . 
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Nr. Brereton had informed Eli- 
zabeth, that his fortune: was in money, 


in the ſtocks, which he ſaid was ſix 
thouſand pounds, the intereſt of 


which, with bis pay, enabled him to 


live in a tolerable: ſtile, as a fingle 
man, and that when her for tune was 
united 5 they might at leaſt command 
every comfort; and when ſhe came of 
age he would make ſuch a ſetilement 


as he was ſure her guardians muſt 
approve; and until that period arrived 


they would ramble either in England 
or out of it, juſt as ſuited their in- 
elinations. This was a plan which 
perfectly coincided with Elizabeth's 
wiſhes, and when-Mr. Brereton preſſed 


her to name the happy day, ſhe ſaid 


ſhe would immediately write to her 
friend in the country, whoſe anſwer ſhe 
43 _ . 1 could 
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eould receive in three days, and ſhe: 


would then” no bows, oa _—_ 


the day. 43990 | # $6? Wo : . . 5 1 E 3 - 9 — 1 
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4 " Keeping te weeks! to Mr. Bur- 
naby, in which letter ſhe ſtated the 


beginning of her acquaintance with: 
Mr. Brereton,—the mutual ' affection. 
they had conceived for each other. 
How much every day convinced her 


of the neceſfiiy there was for a. young 


woman, without parents to direct Her, | 
to chooſe the protection of a huſband: 
whoſe” merits would not only Juſtify: 
Her choice, but excuſe” her precipi-- 


tancy. She then proceeded to def- 
cribe the perſon, — manners, — and 


profeſſion of Mr. Brereroti, as well as 
the name of the ſhip in which be had 


er She une highty of his in- 
707 9101919911 ofll- egray, 
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ni og temper, Land, 

of conduct; and concluded with de- 
firing to have his opinion, and hoping 
for his apprabation, in a letter di- 
rected to her, at the before · mentioned 


Mrs. .. Green's. —She added, that a 


ine knew he did not love writing, ſhe 
would wait the return of the poſt, and 
it it brought no letter ſhe fhould con- 


clude he had no objection to a union 
vhich ſeemed, to promiſe her, every 


comfort and felicity. This, letter wa 
. carefully, put into the. poſt herſelf, and 
to which ſhe. e aged a an 
deren 559595 op 06 Zan. "2 vg 
Das = 232006171 =; ts” at. 
7 ere % days a =P — Elizabeth, pa 
rived, 20 anſwer to the letter, 
the third day, likewiſe, ſhe as il. 
poi. ted; — ſhe therefore concluded, 


by 
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by the old proverb **that ſilence gave 
conſent,” and knowing that Me 
Burnaby never wrote a letter unleſs it 
was abſfolutely neceſſary, that he 
was extremely odd, — and although he 
might have no objection to the match, 
he was To particular, he miglit not 
chooſe to cite his approbation before 
her guardians had fignified their's jz—-- 
for theſe reaſons ſhe thought it miglit 
be in vain to wait for the letter, and 
therefore fixed on the following day 
but one for that of her wedding day. 
She had packed up a ſmall trunk of 
cloaths; and conveyed them to Mrs. 
Green's, under pretence of Millivery'” 
to have altered; and ſhe had written 
a letteraito Sir Charles Weodville, 
Which flit put in her poekes,'4 mofder da 
Gt to 
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to ſend him as ſoon as og re, 
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Thus depends hk ihe morning 
came ſhe dreſſed herſelf wirh che 


moſt exact neatneſs and walkedifrem 
Sir, Charles's houſe to Mrs. Green's, in 


Bond: ſtreet, where ſhe was met by 


the impatient btidegroom; who, tho 


it was but juſt, eight o'clock; in the 
mornin S8 would ſcarce al low. £ Mr 8. 
Green time to put on ARG, 
fmart i in order; to attend the bride. 


de anner all ready, ad 


roceeded in a coach to St. George's, 


ln but We was Elizabeth 
ſurprized, Detering che church, 
to ſee George Wendet dn . 


| the office. of giviog heriaways; Indeed. 
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to ſay truth, it was a part of the-cere- 
mony which our heroine had totally 
forgot was neceflary; but how much 
ſhe was pleaſed with this mark of pro- 
priety in Mr. Brereton's providing a 
relation of her own for this office, was 
thankful approbation, hich conveyed 
her love and tenderneſs far better than 
words, and was accompanied by a 


:glow of bluſhing. 1 << Suck 
Rn all her: __—_ * 


as to . Wor oodville, hs de- 
ſerved but little praiſe on che ſcore of 
merit, for he was a raſh, unthinking 
n wauld 48. what * — 
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Elizabeth went through ihe. cere- 
mony with attention and fitrmneſs, but 
entirely free from thofe trepidations 


and nervous faintings which agitate 
in general the ſpirits of a bride; - ſhe 


conſidered it as the moſt ſerious event 


Of her life, and therefore 4 | time to 
thew. recollection and reſolution, * 
Ae obs 8 re tricks. 


2 en ky rink to 
M. Green's; where a poſt chaiſt 
waited to convey them to Richmond, 
at Which _ hag} mW 
"I or tO. 
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Cd 


ps n Ares to 1 


. wands ar 
cur to Elizabeth, in ſpue of every 


tort ſhe made to ſuppreſs them,. 
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ſuch. as, that ſhe was now the wife 
of a man whoſe origin, — friends, — or 
country ſhe had never even aſked ;— 
the hadi not waited for the council or 
opinion of one friend. Had not 
pique and reſentment for Lord Lan · 
dover's ſuppoſed ill hehaviour precis 
pitated her determination This was 
a cruel queſtion to aſk herſelf; — nei 
ther was it a time to. aſk it, and it 
made her heart quite fick. Indeed 
ſhe tried to diſpel all ſuch; intruding 
and ill timed thoughts, by anſwering 
herſelf. that it was now too late to 
allow them a place in her mind; and 
the kindneſs and attention of her 
kuſband ſeemed. to upbraid her for 
ane hem. When ſhe: looked: 
n. his face, ſhe felt apology riſing to 
her 1 for ta: ſad reflect ions 
ef 2 5 which 


which" —_— haſh 'countenance. 
__ betra ©; 7 115 any 2 10 
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„ When: they arrived at « ks bad: 
hs beauty of the place, the proſpect 
of the river, with its verdant banks, 
Land above all, the kind attentions 
of het huſband, ſerved to diſpel all 
gloomy thoughts, and ſhe ſar "_ 
with mace to ane . 

＋ ber dived 3 in a room up lleics 
and they were ſeated at a window, 
viewing ſome company juſt landing 
from a boat upon the river. Eli- 
2abeth's hand was locked in her huſ- 
band's, and he was repeating” the 
moſt tender expreſſions of love and 


fidelity. Elizabeth ſtartedd, upon 


n a confuſed noiſe upon the 
, G 2 ſtairs, 
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Rairs,. hon looking roms. the door 
burſt open, and Mr. Burnaby pre- 


ſented himſelf to her aſtoniſhed. View, 
with all the marks of rage and hor- 
ror in his countenance. 


3 * eee 88 Mr. 
Brereton, he exclaimed, Villain! do 
* 1 again behold. thee perpetrating 
50 another act of cruel miſchief lt is 
% now my turn to be revenged.”— 

Brereton? 8 colour forſook his face, gt 
he ſtood trembling, without uttering 
a word. Elizabeth ſcreamed with 
affright, and was clinging to the arms 
of her huſband, when Mr. Burnaby 
ruſhed, between them, and with a 
ſtern voice, ſcarce articulate with 
rage, cried, 5 „Begone, nor force me 
to call upon juſtice to puniſh an 
ce at 
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ec act ſo FRO to its s cognizance . 

Rrereton ſnat ched up his hat and left 
the room, though Elizabeth called to 
him to return. But Mr. Burnaby 
commanded her to be ſilent, and 
flinging himſelf into a chair, he ſaid, 
aſter a ſhort pauſe, and looking ſtead- 
faſtly at her, **Raſh girl, when were 
you -married to this man?” She 
tremblingly anſwered, * This morn- 
ing.“ „ Then,” ſaid he, anſwer 
© me truly, has only the ceremony 
&« paſſed ?” (Only, moſt truly,” ſhe 
"replied. After another pauſe, (during 
which he ſeemed violently agitated,) 
he ſaid, © Elizabeth Spencer, for you 
< are not the wife of that man whom 
you call huſband, nothing but a 
ba faithful promiſe which I made your 
"2 facher, when he was dying, —and 
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* that hĩs pious ſpirit! might reſt in 
peace, nothing but that, I ſay, 
c ſhould have induced me to appear 
6 as actor in a part for which my life 
e may be the forfeit.—Promiſe me, 
5 then, as you ſhall anſwer it to the 
judge of heaven and earth, that on 
uur ſoul you will never cohabit 
e with that man whom I have drjven 
from you, ichout my permiſſion 
«and authority.” Elizabeth, ter- 
rified by his expreſſions, and awed by 
his ſolemnity, in a faltering voice pro- 
nounced the ſacred oath he had ſo 
ſeriouſſy required; which ſhe had no 
ſooner done than Mr. Burnaby put a 
purſe, containing twenty guineas, into 
her hand, ſaying, “return to your 
* guardian's, and may the Almighty, 
"fc n ou 2 fetching a deep 
5855 
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ſigh, he quitted the room. Elizabeth 
tried to recal him, but her voice failed 
her, and indeed all her powers ſeemed 
ſulpended. She ſunk into a chair, 
and it was ſome minutes before ſne 
could collect her ſcattered ſenſes; and 
when-ſhe did, what could recollection 
bring but a n of wie 
confuſion. I and 2.866% 1605 

1 0 Fa + Dinky ſtern manners had, 
from a child, impreſſed her with fear; 
but when rage and terror had ren- 
dered him furious, and he came as an 
accuſer and judge, ſhe was ſo fright- 
ened E be incapable of forming 

any conjectures of his | meaning O 
intentions. It had all paſſed in fo 
ſnhort a ſpaceſ of time, that ſhe could 
I remember ſome few words of 
ellg | dreadful 
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_ dreadful import; ſuch as, that his life" 


might be the forfeit. That ſhe was 


not the wife of Mr. Brereton, although 


he knew the ceremony had paſſed, — 
That when he called him Villain, and 
inſiſted on his departure, the other 
tamely ſubmitted. Good God, 
ſaid che poor Elizabeth, what am L 
© to think? - What a bridal day is 
«this !—deferted by my huſband, 
< tbe man to whoſe protection I had 
ce flown, in preference to all others! 
Left too by the man uche pretends. 
to be my friend, and yet has de- 
© ptived me of all other ſuccour, a 
& forlorn, alone, —and in an inn; 
all righteous? Heaven protect me! 
and ſhe ſunk into an agony of grief, 
from which:a violent flood — tears. * 


wy degreerelieved her. 2 bas 


449% | She 
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She devoutly implored the guidance 
his creatures to want his all ſufficient 


aid, when aſked with that feliance on 


his providence which Elizabeth ſo 
firmly reſted on. She found her 
ſpirits more compoſed and her mind 
more collected; ſhe dried her tears, 
and recovering her affrighted looks 


ſhe rang the bell, and when the waiter 


came up ſhe aſked! him, with ſeeming 
indifference, if the gentlemen were 


. gone? 7 Ves, E Mame, aid the 


waiter, they are both gone.“ "Net 
r e Elizabeth. 
e No, Mame, he replied, eib 
© young gentleman went firſt in 2 
s chaiſe, and the ſame chaiſe which 
brought the old gentleman, waited 
De ad carried: him back., Very 
: Cc well, 
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ell, then, returned Elizabeth, 
enlet me have a chaiſe got ready im- 
e mediately. When the waiter aſked: 
if it was to go to London, ſhe feit 
extremely embarraſſed, for ſhe had 
no friend there to whom ſhe could 
go; — however, ſhe ſaid, Ves, to 
London; — and, added ſhe, bring; 
76. me the Pill.“ | The waiter replied, q 
© the young gentleman has dif- \ 
& charged it.” This was a circum- 


ſtance which perhaps wodld, in the 


confuſion, have eſcaped Elizabeth's: 


notice, but for the purſe: which Mr. 
Burnaby had left with her on tbe ta- 
ble, and which now lay before her. 
It occurred to her that it was poſſible: 
ſhe might have married a highway 
man; at leaſt it was evident Mr. Bur- 
naby had conceived the worſt opinion 
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of him, elſe why ſhould he ſuppoſe” 


ſhe wanted money. Indeed, as her 


guardians had always let her have 


enough, and even more than ſhe 


hundred pounds with her. The chaiſe 


being ready, ſhe ſtepped into it, 
telling the driver ſhe would direct 
him where to go when he came to 
} ee Corner. a 
When 5 Was ah akin let, to 
herſelf, and her reflect ions returned, 
ſhe ſaid, Alas! what ſhall I do- or 
“ whither ſhall I go? -Was there 


ever a more truly mourning bride???” 
But ſhe knew theſe reflect ions alone 
would not help her, — ſhe muſt con- 
ſider and fix upon ſome place to be 
hou e be carried to Sir 


Charles 
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: Chailes Woodville! 5 * by this time | 
bad ber letter), What a triumph it 


would afford Lady Woodville and her 


daughters, to ſee her return in ſo 
ſorlorn and ſo forſaken a ſtate nor 
5 could ſhe by any means be certain 
that they would receive ber.—No, 
though it was Mr. Burnaby's advice, 
ſhe could not bring herſeif to make 
the attempt. To go to her uncle's in 


Lancaſhire was too long a journey to 


begin when the day was ſo far ad- 
vanced,. and there too ſhe ſhould be 
an object for wonder, if not of tri- 
umph z neither could ſhe go there 
i Siving them previous notice. 


At length, having turned her de- 
plorable ſituation every way in her 


ane ſhe thought it would be beſt to 


5 return 


return to Mrs. Green „ the n milliner, 
for the preſent. be, to be ſute, 


would wonder to ſee her retarh alone, | 


and on the very day ſhe was married, 


but wonder would be all, and leſs 


explanation would be neceffary to her 
than to any other; and Elizabeth's 
ſpirits at this time could not bear 
reproaches. In order to ſatisfy the 
curioſity which would fo naturally 
ariſe in the mind of Mrs. Green, ſhe 
determined to tell her that an expreſs 
had followed them to Richmond, 

with an order for Mr. Brereton to join 
his ſhip, at Portſmouth, immediately, 
ſor that i it was under failing orders. 
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jt AVING: ſo a ſettled wer Pang 

we ordered che driver to ſet her down: 

at Mrs. Green's, in Bond- ſtreet; 
which he accordingly did, to the 
great ſurpriſe of Mrs. Green, who diſ- 
played every mark of wonder ſo na- 
tural upon ſuch an occafion. Eli- 
zabeth told her the ſtory ſhe had 


fabricated in the chaiſe, at the ſame 


oh time 
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time obferving- that ſhe wiſhed- to 


live as private as — tor a few 
days, —and engaged 10 take f 


her ſne would pay her more than ay 
uſual demand for i We | 


-Þ that Us ines of the day, and the 
agitation of m̃ind ſhe had undergone, 
had greatly harraſſed her, ſhe gave up 


all thoughts of forming any. farther 
plans till the morning: and Mrs Green 


having arranged every thing very 
comfortable! for her, in her apart- 
ments, ſhe left her to enjoy that repoſe 
her vequay * and e eee 18 
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hon hes i nit the: 


wreichednels, of her ſituation returned 
with all its horrors, Something muſt 
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be done. lome friend muſt be com 
fulted, but to whom to e en the- 
knew not. 


. * time the und 1 at 
Si Charles Woodville's; her guardian, 
Mr. Selwyn, had called upon ber 
twice, and had each time expreſſed 
great regard and kindneſs towards 
her; —he was, beſides, the choſen 
friend of her ſather, and would, ſhe 
bad no doubt, at leaſt adviſe her in 


this extremity. To bim, therefore, 


ſhe wrote a letter, in which the ſtated, 
that a variety of unfortunate events 
bad thrown her into ſo unhappy and 


ſtrange a predicament, as would ex- 
cite his pity as well as claim his ad- 
vice; which ſhe begged he would 


EY yu her, — omi ng to 
* Mr 8. 
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.* Mrs. Green's, in Bond- Street = 
le. Wen ſhe had finiſhed her letter, and 3H 

came to the ſigning it, ſhe Was puz- . 

zled; and though ſhe was alone, a 
it conſcious bluſti overſpread her face, I 
, upon the recollection that ſhe had | 
2 deprived hierſelf of a title to any name. I 
1: Mrs. Green had called her Mrs. — YZ 
1 Brereton, as having been a witneſs to q 
5 ber matriage, but Mr. Selwyn might 1 
* not know who. Mrs. Brereton Was, 
: ſhe therefore ſigned her name Spencer, 
5 but deſtred him to e her 8 | 
the name e s 246 
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; a hays: was: ha hare 
at the receipt of her letter; he had | 
ouſt before received one; fiom- Sir A 
Charles Woodville, to inform him of | 
her clandeſtine marriage. When: he 1 
Vol. II. H received 
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received the firſt, He was folry' khat tue 


daughter of his much eſteemed friend, 
and his ward, fhould have taken fo 
precipitare”a ſtep; but he was more 
than ſorry, and truly alarmed; at the 
ex preſſions and claims of pity con- 
tained in het's. He loſt no time in 
attending her, and when ſhe had re- 
lazed the whole of her ſtory, which 
ſhe did in the moſt unreſerved man- 
ner, taking blame to berſelf for the 
whole misfortune, — his heart was 
melted into pity, at the ſame time 
that he was aſtoniſhed at ſuch a com- 
plication of myſtlery. It was too late 
to admohiſh.— He wiſhed to adviſe, 
but was as unable to form any future 
plan, as he was to offer conſolation 
for the preſent diſtreſs. Indeed his 
me and bis ho ea IN 


him 
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him almoſt nasa pale of ſaying any 
N 36191 (36 [1 - it 10 97 (41 313 Ef3 


1 * ar Nis wig 4 l young 
woman, who ſeemed to have fallen a 
prey to ſome fortune - hunting wretch, 
who, by the moſt ſpecious and artful 
Management. had at once deprived 
her of ay relquree- ity if, het 


That Mr. Sr ſhould h 3 in- 
ee with ſo much violence and 
authority, without giving a the leaſt 
clue to fathom his motives, were ſuch 
myſterious contradict ions as he could 
by no means form the moſt diſtant 
wine 8 dE 286 28 Ie 
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miſe ſhe had made to Mr. Burndby, 
who had, no doubt, reaſons for his 
ſtrange conduct, as well as what he 
had exacted. That he would conſult 
with Sir Charles Woodville what — 
had beſt be purſued, and he would 
alſo write to Mr. Burnaby, to obtain 
that information which he ſeemed 
alone to poſſeſs : For the pre- 
ſent, if he had no objection to the 
woman of the houſe, or her abode, he 
would adviſe her to remain where ſhe 
was, till a farther inſight could be 
gained ;=and as ſhe. certainly was 
married, ſhe had better keep the 
name of Brereton, till ſhe ſaw further 
cauſe to relinquiſh i it. Poſſibly George 
Woodville might give them ſome in- 
formation of Mr. Brereton, from whoſe 


knowledge "i 12 7 be neceffary to 
| conceal 
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eva herſelf for the preſent, as he 


could undoubtedly claim her for his 
wife. 


Elizabeth perfectly agreed t to. > theſe 
* propoſals, for ſhe by no means wiſhed 
to encounter the unpleaſant remarks 
which. would neceſſarily be made by 
any of her relations or friends; and ſhe 
thought, in her ſituation, that 60 ſoli- 
& tude Was beſt ſociety,” ſhe, there- 
fore, remained fixed in her apart- 


ment, without ever venturing. even 
to the window. 


In a Wo 1 1 again 
waited upon her. — He brought with 
him a letter he had receiyed from Mr. 
Burnaby, which was written. in the 


ſame myſterious ſtrain which had, ſo 
H 3 ftrongly 
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ſtrongly” marked bis converſation ;= 
He lamented being a party in an 
affair which could never be properly 
inveſtigated, much leſs cleared up, 
during his life time. He aid, that at 
his death a A man ſcript would unfold 
the myſtery; ;—in the mean time, 
Elizabeth Spencer mould try to forget, 
as far as ſhe could, the man with 
whom he had found her at Richmond; 
and that r the r marriage cere- 


3% £3 


muſt not c conũder herſelf. as his wife,” 


This was the purport of the letter, 
and Mr. Selwyn likewiſe informed 
Elizabeth, that George Woodville 
had been interrogated upon the ſub- 
je& of his acquaintance with Mr. 
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1 Brereton, and ſeverely reprimanded 
1 puts for 


for the ſecret connivance he had given 
to the wedding: He confefled- he 
knew no more Io Bi ereton than as a 
very good ſellow, wich whom be had 
paſſed ſixteen months on board the 
ſame ip z that be never enquired 
who he was; or what was his fortune 
or connexions. — When he met him 
in London he thought it incumbent 
on him to ſhew him every civility;— 

and as to giving. away his, couſin, he 
himſelf had a very good regard for 
her, and he thought he could not ſhew 
her greater kindneſs than by giving 
her to an honeſt tar, whom he was 
ſure ſhe loved well enough to make A 
venture wich. 1 
This ro all the intelligence that 
could be gained, Wand being ſuch. as 
led 
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led; them to no diſcovery whatſoever, 


Mr. Selwyn. ſaid, he bad been ar- 
ranging in bis mind, the beſt plan 
for Eligabeth to purſue, under her 
preſent, circumſtances, and, indeed, 
until ſne came of age; the reſult of 
which was, for her to be placed under 
the protection of ſome worthy perſon 
of her own ſex, whoſe independence 
might ſecure her from impertinent 
obſervations and remarks, and whoſe 
friendſhip and good ſenſe would amuſe 


and leſſen her mis fortune; — for he 


was well aware, he ſaid, of the 
ſneers, and perhaps not leſs inſulting 
eee eee eee 
with any of her relations.“ Alas!“ 
replied Elizabeth, © where can ſuch 


"0 an aſſylum be found ?—and where 


2 afl = being who would afford 
ſuch 
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«-ſach- inviting protection to the un- 
„ happy Elizabeth) — I fear ſuch an 


c ne only exiſts in your kind ima- 


« gination. Indeed, ſaid Mr. 


Selwyn, „I know not if any perſon 
can exactly anſwer the deſign 1 
have in view, - but I have a ſiſter 


«© whois a widow, and lives in Hert- 


„ fordſhire, with only ſervants;—ſhe 
„has à large independent fortune, 
and about two years ſince, her only 
© child (a daughter) married, I fear, 
«a very worthleſs man, againſt her 


68 conſent. Upon enquiry his debts: 
proved to be ſo conſiderable, that 


the whole fortune of my ſiſter (Mrs. 


* Raymond) would have been inſuf- 
ce ficient to have ſatisfied the demands 
«© of all his creditors; the conſequence 


ce of which was, the young people 8 
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8 going to live. on the Continent. 


&«. Mrs: Raymond has remitted. - i 
« large ſums, but I believe by no 
* means equal to their extravagance: 


“This, together with the loſs. of her 


daughter, of whom ſhe was doat- 
e ingly. fond; has rendered my ſiſter 
extremely unhappy. Much com- 
e pany is become irkſome to her, and 
I can venture to affirm, chat a com- 
e paniom like yourſelf, would enliven 
her ſolitude; and render her more 
comfortable. She ſometimes: talks 
of following: her daughter into 
France, and ſhould ſhe- purſue this 
«© deſign, I know not where ſhe would 
find fo eligible a companion as 
5 yourſelf. If, therefore, this plan is 
* {ſuch as meets your approbation, 
45 and your wiſhes, I will unmediately 

; „write 
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«-write to my ſiſter, and ſhall take a 
very great pleaſure to. ee in 
4 We Jon an int 5810 


1831 * 218911 


Ezlzabech expreſſed they moſt lively 


gratitude and thankfulneſs for an offer 


ſo exactly ſuited to her wiſhes; and it 


was the firſt ſmile Mr. Selwyn had 


ſeen upon her countenance ſince her 


in-fated marriage. After telling her 
ſhe ſhould hear from him again "rey 
OR mn in 
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1 N a couple of days Mr. Selwyn re- 
| turned, and brought with him the 
welcome tidings that Mrs. Raymond 
would wich pleaſure receive Elizabeth, 

upon which intelligence ſhe loſt no 
time in paying for her lodgings and 
preparing for her departure and 
when the was quite ready, Mr.! Selwyn 8 
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conveyed her, in a poſt-chaiſe, to His 


* * - 4 >: 

ſiſter 85 in 14 7 Are. o 
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Previous to their leaving London, | 
they had ſettled, that ſhe ſhould be 
introduced to Mrs. Ray mond by the 


name of Mrs. Brereton. — Mr. Selwyn 
thought, for many reaſons, it might 
be beſt, and be a means of avoiding 
ſome unpleaſant explanations; — and 
particularly if ſhe ſhould accompany 
his ſiſter to the Continent, | it "might 
there have its advantages. - 


Elizabeth v was received by Mrs. Ray- 
mond with every mark of politeneſy 
and kind attention; and her pleaf ng 

and elegant manners, entirely free 
from all impertinent curioſity, encou- 
raged mom to allume a frankneſs 


of 


— mug a; 210m a 
— > 
D * * : 


— 
—— 

. ——— 1 
Ls. a. = 2 * 


— 
* 


/ 
— 2 
— ä 3 


1 
Wl 
7 


Pa om. — 4 
A — 
— | ws os bo = 
"WF * 2 — 
2 SEES noo Zo 
Sh . 1 


— — SV 
A 

—— 
. 6 ts 


— 


_ — — 
n 
Fr FS * e 
n 


n 9 es a 
adder runs ˙ Femail”. re ne Sr EF 
bes * 1 r r 1 
* r S * 


127 2 * 
5 
8 
i n 
M4 


8 Sag . — = 
NR 


— 
A TINS 2 
. 


. 


— ä 
FER. — . 


q 
"2; R 5 ——— 1 
n KS eee r x 
- r r 
F " - 


— 1 e nt Wear e n 2 Jo.” : * — . = 8 BE 2 
i # 4 4 Wy ö 4 2.4 - p v 5 8 TAN ICT 2 8 Eq 
"ESI nel ns — — — oTe F.. Ae ton to ner rs — 2 2 hoe — 3 
7 D me; — Oy 0 dy, NN 8 S. rei r e — My P 
22 3 = KS DUE» N 22 1 2 F . 8 * yo A-+ = a 2 3 - Pp N F I 
Os IE OO "ITE" TY 7 8 . 88 c bbb a EINE - "a 
- a 4 3 eo dT nn 5 7 4 i 


— — 9299 r & Py 


-_ 2 I 


4 ©; 


= wa; = 
—— tg Leh 4 REL Ir 


* n 2 Xs 2 8 * 


rer 
n 


1 4 
71 
2 ''P 
1 1 * 
* 
} 
q 
* 
& 


— — 


—— 


1 
1 
* [ Ll 
il 
ue. 
i" 

N a 
1 F 
q [ 

1 
£ o : : 
; +" 4Þ 
. 5 4 
» 4 K 
9 , 
* ; \ 
3 ! 
F . 35 
5 
41 + 
FE 4 +4: 
if „ 5 
1 8 
TE 
1 „ 
| £ 
E N 
N * 
14 7 

1 [ 8 

: EF 

7 1 4 1 

SH ' 
V | 
| is ; 

I : it 1 

at 

4 1 If 

© 15 i 

ce 
q * 

17 ; 

J : £ 

[ . 4 

ti 3 4 

F 4 i 

o 
»$] 5 

1 . 

*- U 

; 

1 | 
'* © N 

1 | h 
} n £ 4 0 

4 3 
* >» 
74 7 4 
+ 41 
1 14 1 

. ' 
1 N 
5 | * 
1 | : 

þ 

4 1 | 
x | 
p = © 
„ FH 
* 5 

* 

N { : 
* t £ 
= * : g 1 
Is F 
þ i 
rs: 

mM : 77 
1 1 
[ 

Ln | 

b iN 


=; ao ELIZABETH. 


of behaviour which was natural to herz 


and Mr. Selwyn had the ſatisfaction 

of leaving them perfectly pleaſed wich 
each other. He promiſed to write to 

Elizabeth ſhould any thing relative to 

her occur to his obſervation; and af- 

ſured her be would never be un- 

mindful of her intereſt. 

Elizabeth found herſelf as eaſy and 
comfortable as her ſituation, and the 
diſagreeable thoughts which ſome- 
times obtruded, would allow⸗her to be. 


Mrs. Raymond viſited but few neigh- 


bours, and her mind Was continually 
fixed upon the idea of her daugliter; 
yet ſhe conceived a very high op- 
nion of Elizabeth, and never ex preſſed 
any impertinent deſire io know more 
a: 5 e than the other ſeemed 


lig Ainclined 


„ 
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inclined to communicate. Thus 
happy, as far as it was in the power of 


each to beſtow, we will leave them for 
the preſent, and return to the family 
of the Woodvilles, who, after Eli- 


zabeth's elopement, did not preſent a A 


ſcene of quite ſo much ee 


On the firſt IP of her vols 
gone, Lady Woodville and her 
daughters formed various conjectures; 
but their chief apprehenſions aroſe 
from the idea that ſne was gone with 
Lord Landover. Lady Woodville la- 
mented that ſhe had ever received her 
— Miſs Woodville obſerved that the 
muſt be an artful creature and 


Charlotte expreſſed her uneaſineſs in 


the moſt - pathetic language: But 
their 3 Was raiſed to the higheſt 


E 


boni nk pitch 


Arn Mikis. 


pitch when Sir Charles entered the 
room with a letter in his hand, which, 
be ſaid; had Juſt been delivered to 
him, and he ſuppoſed came from the 
unfortunate | girl. —Their united ex- 
clummypas of Where is the?” ard 
<« Whois ſhe gone with?” prevented, 

for ſome time his reading it at all;— 
but when, he had read ſo far as the 
name of Brereton, and having formed 
of good opinion of this young man, 
from having ſeen bim with his ſon, 
he cried, O, it is very well it's no 
*© worſe !—A very good fellow, by 
« all accounts, —we have nothing to 
« do but to make the beſt of it.”— 

ls ſhe then gone with Lord Lan- 
& dover? ſaid Charlotte, in an 
4 agony of diſappointment. Lord 
Landover,“ repfied Sir Charles, 


ak 2 1 Who 
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* I 


© who. talks of him? — She is gone 
with Brerezan, George 5 Acquaint- 
_* ance.” Upon this welcome in- 


zollignncy the eyes of the three ladies 
ſparkled wich joy; for not one of them 


could endure the idea of her paſſeſſing 
a title. Lady Woodville, however, 
aſked if any body knew who this 
Brereton was that ſhe had married ?— 
for the ſaid ſhe hoped ſhe had not 
_ diſgraced, her family. No,” re- 
plied Sir Charles, I dare ſay the 
man is rare 


Thus verge "all their minds made 


val. until the next morning, when 
Mr. Selwyn, waited ypon Sir Charles, 
do give him the diſagreeable inform - 
ation of what had happened. George 
Woodville Was, immediately ſent for ; 
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but he could give them no other in- 
telligence than what has before been 
related. He went, however, to 
Brereton's lodgings, where all he 
could learn was, that he bad diſ- 
charged and left them. 

cs this ſcene of ſuſpence at 
Sir Charles Woodville's, Lord Lan- 
dover, Who had heard the report of 
Elizabeth's elopement, yet could not 
give entire eredit to it, went, for bet - 
ter information, to Captain Wood- 
ville; who, not having ſeen, any of 
his family for ſome days, could give 
him no kind of intelligence. Lord 
Landover nom for the firſt-time. felt 
that he really loved Elizabeth. The 
idea that ſhe was another's called forth 
FAST: remembrance of her virtues; 

4 and 


22 


and when his fond imagination traced 


back the wild ſim plicity of the beau- 


tiful girl, to the elegant and charming 


woman, it added a thouſand virtues 
and perfections which he never law 
united 4n any . | 


He accaſed himſelf wich having 
played with her partiality for him; and 
his mind was in a ſtate of- diſtraction, 
that he had not at leaſt endeavoured to 
have ſecured her affections. In this 
ſtate of mind he was but ill diſpoſed 
to hear the ligbt obſervations which 
Captain Woodville" paſſed upon an 
occaſion ſo feelingly painful to Lord 
Landover; and to pur an end” to 

which, as well as to his Own wir ſulpence, 

he begged Captain Woodville « woula 
ene leſs indifference; and accom- 
SAG I 2 pany 
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| pany him | to Sir Charles Woodville! 'S, 


ELIZABETH. 


Where, if he found Elizabeth ſafe, 
and the report falſe, Lord Landover 
determined to make her a an offer of 4 
his hand. 


Captain Woodville agrees to at- 
tend him to his father” 8, but added, 
* Remember, Pl not fight, nor be 
61 your ſecond. . Lord Landover aſ- 
ſured him he had no ſuch hoſtile in- 
tentions, and they ptoceeded to- Sir 
Charles Woodville's, where they 
found the family in the confuſion 
which has before been related; and 


having been informed of What parti- 
culars they had heard from Mr. 


Selcyp, Captain Woadville declared 
that it was a 4 — 0 buſineſs, but ; 


he thought his brother George ſhould 


.challenge 
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challenge Hrereton wherever h he could 
be ſound. Sir Charles was far oh- 
ſerving: more peaceable methods, and 
Lord Landover ſeemed overwhelmed 
with diſappoiatment, | 


Charlotte Woodville, had long 
marked his Lordſhip. for conqueſt, if 1 
it were poſſible to be effected, and ſhe | 

| thought the moment was now. arrived, 1 
when ſhe could work upon the ſoſc 5 
ſenſations which ſeemed to have taken 1 
poſſeſſion of his heart; and, ſhe knew 9 
enough of human nature to be con- 
vinced, that when the heart laboured 
under diſappointment for its favorite | 
object, it was more alive to pity, „ and 
ſoftened, to receive tender impreſſions. 
than at any other moment. She, 
therefore, Aer having expreſſed the 
1 moſt 
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moſt violent grief for her dear amiable 
couſin, he held her handkerchief to 
her face, and contrived to faint moſt 
opportunely in the arms of Lord 
Landover. He uſed every polite at- 
tention to recover her, - but when the 
fit had laſted a proper time, and ſhe 
opened her eyes upon him with the 
moſt languiſhing expreſſion, how were 
her ears tortured with the ſound of 
his voice, declaring, in accents of real 
ſorrow, how) much be felt for the loſs 
of Elizabeth; and that he ſhould 
never again behold ſo many virtues 
united in ſo fair a form. This was too 
much for the gentle Charlotte, — ſhe 
retired to her chamber; wounded with 
chagrin and diſappointment; and 
paſſed” ſentence in her mind upon 
Lord Landover, as an ünfeecling 
10/7 . 
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wretch, void of pity, and totally with- 
out either taſte, knowledge, or 


dee * pte bas 508 


We Hall * Gor he ee ke 
leave of this enraged fair one, as well 
as of the reſt of the family, and return 


to the more tranquil ſcenes in which 
our heroine; paſſed her days at Mrs. 


Raymond's; whoſe way of life was re- 


gulated by ſuch methodical rules, that 


* 


every returning day brought the ſame 
occupations and the ſame amuſements. 
Elizabeth had ſufficient- leiſure to re- 
fle& upon her untoward fate, and many 
bitter moments were paſſed in the 
reflection chat ſne was deprived of all 
claim, as well as hope; and that her 


youth was condemned to an everlaſting 


. vation of all domeſtic felicity.— 


Nor 
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Nor were theſe reflections rendered 


leſs poignant by the fad conviction 
that ſhe was reduced to this tate by 


her own folly ;—and that one raſh ſtep 
had involved her in this inevitable 


miſery.—But ſhe had naturally good 


ſpirits, and an inclination to look on 


the faireſt ſide of every circumſtance; 


the likewiſe endeavoured, by chear- 


fulneſs and good humour, to foothe 


the forrows of Mrs. Raymond, who 
was continually lamenting for the loſs 


of her daughter; at the ſame time 
that ſhe was minen fond of * 
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/ NE: day the ſervant, who had 
been ſent to the next poſt town to en- 
quire for letters, returned with one im- 
preſſed with a foreign poſt mark, when 
Mrs. Raymond cried out, that ſhe 
ſhould hear news of her daughter. —— 
She haſtily opened it, and had read but 
a few lines before ſhe exclaimed © Ah! 
„my poor child is confined in a 
„French 
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« French priſon, with her huſband.” 


It appeared, from the account ſhe had 


received, that Mr. Ellerton (the name 
of the gentleman WO had married her 
daughter) was thrown' into priſon at 
Bruſſels. Indeed the extravagance of 
both had been ſuch, that no ſums 


(which Mrs. Raymond had been ex- 


ceeding liberal in furniſhing them 
with) were ſufficient to ſupply their 
unbounded expences; Mr. Ellerton 
was, in conſequence, thrown into pri- 
ſon, where Mrs. Ellerton had accom- 
panied him, and from whence ſhe had 
written to her mother, in order to ob- 
tain money for his releaſe. Mrs. Ray- 5 
mond was greatly diſtreſſed on tbeir 
account, and finding no hope of any 
economy being obſerved, ſhe: pro- 
poſed to Elizabeth to accompany her 

1 OY wo 


ELIZABETH. 123 


to Bruſſels, with the hope that her 
pteſence might reſtrain them from 
ſuch flagrant acts of extravagance as 
had reduced them to a goal. Eli- 
zabeth did not heſitate to aſſure Mrs. 
Raymond the would accompany: her 


with pleaſure.— Indeed all places were 


now alike to her, and England had 


no particular charms for her, in pre- 
ference to any other part of the globe, 


nor would ſhe be ſorry to change the 


ſcene 5—for though Mrs. Raymond 


had all the worth and amiable: qua- 
lities to render her the valuable friend, 
and pleaſing companion, yet her good 


ſenſe was ſtrangely warped by one 
particular foible, — ſhe was ſuper- 


ſtitious to a degree bordering, upon 
folly, and carried this weakneſs to 
ſuch an exceſs, chat her life was ren- 


dered 


a6: ELI ZABETHS 


| dered miloratide by. it, | | This good or- 


bad omens which her dreams por- 


tended, gave the colour to her ſpirits 


for che enſuing day; for inſtance, if 


ſhe ſaw her daughter in perfect health, 
in her dream, ſhe was ſure to ſuppoſe 
her very ill, or involved in ſome griev- 
ons calamity.— If ſhe appeared really: 
ill, or in any ſeeming difficulty, then 


even worſe than death was expected. 


The ticking of a ſpider; or the hooting 
of an owI, would give her the vapours 
for a whole day; — and Elizabeth, who. 


thought that the real calamities of life 


were ſufficient, without any addition, 


could never comprehend theſe aity 
chimeras, "much leſs enlarge and ex- 


patiate upon them; and ſhe made it 
matter of wonder, that a woman pol. | 
1 _ appr uſefl and ingenious ; 
- | qualifications,” 


* ZAB Ern. | 125 
ors ſhould have a al Us 
derſtanding ſo tinctured with abſurdity, 


and ſhe formed hopes that a change of 
country, with addition to real ſcenes 


of life, would at leaſt leſſen, if not 


quite obliterate ſuch ridiculous fancies. 


The avidity with which Mrs. Ray= 


mond made preparations for her jour- 
ney, proved the pleaſure ſhe looked 
ſorward to in the execution of it. Nor 
did Elizabeth wiſh to have it delayed; 
—ſhe' had the entire approbation of 
Mr. Selwyn for her engaging in it. 
and indeed he had expreſſed his ob- 
ligation to her for her readineſs to ac- 
company his ſiſter. Elizabeth had 
deſired him to inform Sir Charles 
Woodville and Mr. Burnaby, of her 
intentions, and ſhe wrote herſelf to her 


uncle, 
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uncle, with many thanks for his affec> 
tion, in never upbraiding her with het 
miſconduct.— She coneluded with the 
moſt dutiful aſſurances of her affection 
to him, and tender regards to her 
aunt and couſins; — the latter ſhe de- 
ſired would accept her horſe for their 
own, and promiſed them a viſit when 
ſhe returned from the Continent. 
r ACN +0 F ] Zit. 
The day being fixed for their de- 
parture, Mr. Selwyn came to attend 
them to the water-fide;—He had ar- 
ranged and provided every thing for 
their accommodation and convenience, 
and he was greatly pleaſed to obſerve 
that the ſpirits of both the ladies 
ſeemed uncommonly exhilarated with 
the thoughts of their approaching 
journey. It was new the month of 
IE, October, 


VVT 
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October, and the autumn was re- 


markably warm and fine. They ſat 
out rather - early, and reached Ro- 
cheſter to dinner. Mr. Selwyn would 
have perſuaded them to have ſtaid and 


taken · a view of the adjoining. dock - 


yard, &c. but Elizabeth conceived: a 
horror at the idea of a man of war, 
leaſt it ſhould? preſent her with the 
ſight of Mr. Brereton.—And although 
ſhe knew not whether he was entitled 


to her affection or her averſion, there 


was a ſomething annexed to the idea 
of meeting with bim, that always im- 
preſſed her with terror. Mrs. Ray- 
mond would not ge any where wich- 
out her, andochey aecordingly pro- 
ceeded to Canterbury, and from hence 


to, Dover, where Mr. Selwyn would 


ee . to have b 
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veſſel to themſelves; but Mrs. Ray- 
mond thought the packet more ſafe, 

and the next evening, with a fair 
wind, they ſet ſail for Calais. Mr. 

mmm leave of them at 
Dover, * retur ned to London. 


— very 8 . 
during their paſſage, which laſted only 
a few hours. — Elizabeth ſoon reco- 
vered from à very flight ſick neſs 
which ſhe felt on the firſt motion of 
the veſſel, and afterwards ſat upon the 
deck the remainder of the paſſage. 
moon ſhone in all its ſplendour, 
and- dee debe of ihe WAVES, s hyck 

A t mind of Eli- 
"_ l ſhe had never before 


he * be 
ſo 
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3 tear that ſole down: her check, 


upon a retroſpection of paſt ſcenes; 


and ſhe was almoſt ſorry to be diſ- 
turbed from this quiet grief, by che 


appearance of the Pier at Calais. As 


ſoon as they landed they retired to 
reſt, and not finding any thing at that 
place worthy of much obſervation, 
they proceeded the next morning to 
Zt. m ___ from Bene. | 


The carriages, "_ horſes, the ak 


| Ane u. and in mort every thing bore ſo 
-new an aſpect to Elizabeth, that ſhe 
never ceaſed to wonder and to admire. 
Her companion, Mrs. Raymond, had 
ever before* been ont ef England, 

but her imagination was not ſo lively 
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as Eltzabetlis, and ſhe was confidering 


the lucky or unlucky omens which 
ſometinies worked upon her ingenious 


ae in a n e ae 


fr* #1 51 
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were lodged at the Hotel de Bourbon, 
and Mrs. Raymond having negociated 


with a banker of that place, to ſend 
money to Bruſſels for the enlarge- 


ment of Mr. Ellerton, ſhe purpoſed 
ſpending ſome days in a city ſo well 
worthy their notice; and this ſhe did 
more to oblige her companion than 
herſelf. Elizabeth was much pleaſed 
with the ſituation of the houſe they 5 
were in, which being ſituated in the 
SGrand-Place, and looking upon the 
' Efplatiade; ſhe was highly enter- 
tained 'and continually at the window. 


* 
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One day that ſhe | was, obſerving {the 


number of objects before her, ſhe ſaw 


a perſon under the window ſo nearly 
reſembling Brereton, that ſhe thought 
it impoſſible ſhe could be miſtak en; 
ſhe was in conſequence much agitated, 

and fearful of again appearing at the 
window. — Mrs. Raymond obſetved an 
alteration in her, and enquired with 


great kindneſs if ſne was well? —Eli- 


zabeth replied, ſhe was very well, but 


That ſtanding ſo long at the window 
had made her head giddy, and as ſhe 
had ſeen enough, ſne ould look out 


neo more. Mrs. Raymond, ever at- 
tentive to her, propoſed a walk, which 


Elizabech would gladly have evaded, 
but knew not on what pretence to do 


ar;>lhs iwas dreadfully afraid of meet - 


ing the perſon ſhe; had ſeen; fr the 


20 ꝑK2 window, 
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Saas, che if it was not Meret, 

bote ſo near "a reſemblance to him, 
that hoüld ſhe again ſee him The 
mould inevitably betray her ſurpriſe.— 
They walked into a ſbop and as Mrs. 
Raymond was cheapening ſome fans, 
fnuff boxes, &c. Elizabeth could not 
keep her eh from the people that 
were piſſing, when ſhe apain'faw-the 
ſame perſon the had before ſuſpected 
to be Brereton, but was now more 
certain that it was him, —at leaſt her 
fears convinced her more foreibly than 
her reafofl. — She "hatily aſked of a 
perſon in the hop if ſhe knew the 
dame of the gentleman who had juſt 
paſſed? The woman immediately 
ſtepped to the door, ard told her ſhe 
knew him very well, but could not 
recolledt his name; and that he lived 
s : with 
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with his wife i in the Rue a St. Dennis. 
The moment Elizabeth could recover 
| herſelf from the ſhock this intelligence 
gave her, ſhe aſked her af ſhe . 
ſhould, know the name if (he. heard i 1 
repeated? And if the, gentleman, was 
an Engliſhman? The woman ſaid he A 
was Engliſh, — and when Elizabeth IB 
repeated the name ,of., Brereton, | 
the laid, ſhe believed, that was the 
name, and again ſaid; he lived in the 
Rue de St. Dennis; — but che woman 
pronounced Engliſh names ſo, unig- 
telligibly, that her information was 
very impertect, — nevertheleſs, Eli- 4 
beth ek kerſeilf extremely uneaſy, F 
Ah,“ thought ſhe, . Mr. Burnabkc xe 
off had, d good reaſons for his a um 9 
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and ſhe ſhuddered at the danger from 
whictrhe Had mag her. BW | 
Foam © 4m 
Line had no W any charms bl 

bet k for although ſhe did not ſuppoſe 
if he had à wife living with him, that 
he would claim another as ſuch e 
ſhe trembled at the idea of meeting 
him; and was, therefore, continually 
urging Mis. Raymond to leave the 
place. At length the day was fixed, 
and Elizabeth felt herſelf much more 
at her eaſe when the carriage had loſt 
ſigbt of the town; for before, ſhe had 
been too much agitated" to allow: rea- 
fon any ſhare'in her theughts.— Slie 
now canvaffed the matter more deli- 
berately, and was ready to laugh at 
herſelf for Her fears. She contd'not be 
ablolutely"cenain that it was Brereton 
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whom ſhe ſaw, —and the name the. 


woman was not clear about; — hut 
that be might have changed, and 
this led her to conſider cher folly, } OF AC 


leaſt the impropriety of her taking that 
name, when perhaps no ſuch exiſted. 


However, ſhe had always been called 
ſo by Mis. Raymond, ho had been 
informed by ; Mr. Selwyn that ſhe was 


the wife of a ſea officer of that name; 
and it would require a great deal of 
unpleaſant explanation to tell her the 
whole ſtory.; — and, perhaps, v when ſhe 


had heard what a very unfortunate per- 
ſon accompanied her, ſhe might pre- 


ſage ſome unlucky event, by having a 
companion ſo marked by the arrows of: 
adverſuy. She, therefore, thaught it 
molt prudent to confine theſe reflec 
tions to her own breaſt, and the in- 
creaſing 
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creaſing beauty of the country, which 
was on every fide diverſified by the 

| moſt romantic ſcenery, ſerved to di- 
vert and engage her attention; the 

road from Liſle to Bruſſels being flled 

with peaſantry, engaged in different 
employments, and all of them exhi- 

# biting the moſt lively and happy 5 
pearance ſo peculiar to their country.“ 
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1 It ol” be x ae that this hiſtory 9901 R 
place prior to the commencement of the Trenek | 
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HEN our travellers arrived at 
Bruſlels they were ſtruck with aſto- 
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niſhment and admiration at... the, 
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grandeur and beauty of that noble | 
city; and Mrs. Raymond having 


taken ſome refreſhment after her jours 
ney; was impatient to behold her much 
loved daughter. Having, therefore, 


diſpatched a meſſenger for the purpoſe 
| A of 
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oltinforming her ſhe was arrived; and 
requeſted their immediate attendance ;: 
ſhe waited his return with anxious im- 
patience. But what was her ſurpriſe, 
— grief, — and diſappointment when 
the meſſenger returned and inſormed 
her, that Mr. and Mrs. Ellerton had 
left Bruſſels four days ſince, and were 
gone, it was ſuppoſed, to the German 

Spa. Poor Mrs. Raymond was by 

no means prepared for ſo cruel a 


blow, and ſtill leſs equal to ſuſtaining 
rhe weight of it. She had remitted 


thema large ſum of money, beſides 


that which had been required for the 
payment of Mr. Ellertòn's debts ; and 
had informed them of her being on 
her way to Bruſſels, where ſhe hoped 
to have the happineſs of enjoying their 


Ou" The ingratitude, therefore, 
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added an odium to this un feeling pro 
ceeding, which of itſelf wanted not 
any addition; and gave the good Lady 
ſuch a change of mind towards them, 
that her love and fondneſs ſeemed to 
be turned to the other extreme, and 
W . be deemed hatreds. 1 1 


© % +1 


fi -Rtizaberh, on a g ber Py » ſuddenly 
throw from the fondeſt expectation 
to the moſt diſconſolate diſappoint- 
ment, ſtrove, by every ſoothing ex- 
preſſion, to alleviate her diſtreſs; and 


aſked” her if ſhe intended to purſue 


them into Germany? No,“ replied 


Mrs. Raymond, with great firmneſs, 


© never. will I'again form a wiſh to 
bee them, —it is plain they wiſhed 
*to avoid ſeeing me. Unworthy 


* ehid! may ſhe find that comfort 
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« ſhe: has nie 3 may ſhe” 
r find chat kind protection from her 
« hüfband, which the arms of a fond 


mother was ready to beſtow !-— But 


I fear ſo undutiful an action will not 
40 8 unpuniſhed!” - She then uſed 
every endeavour to compoſe her mind, 
and the next morning took a ready 


furniſhed lod ging, in a pleaſant Part of 


Bruffels. — But Elizabeth had the 


mortification to obſerve, that this 
eruel blow would prove fatal to the 
health of Mrs. Raymond; — ſne every 
day appeared with an increaſing lan- 
gourand debilitared frame. Elizabeth 
tried by every method to amuſe her. 


They went out every day, — they 


viewed the Palace, the Arſenal,. and 
the Park; — but Elizabeth would often 
i catch word agcany * Kane Ray- 


-YEL 2yewik ao ener mond, 


MR. 
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Mindy: Air the: heb conideted 
her as forlorn a being as herſelf, - Nay, 


more ſo, for Mrs. Raymond was de- 
ſerted by one from whom ſhe claimed 


the tendereſt affection, and Elizabeth 


would be ready to exclaim, * Would 
% had ſuch a mother, whoſe paternal 
arms could ſhield me from danger 
and ſoften every misfortune!” But 


her mind was called from theſe re- 


flections by a more immediate cauſe, 


for Mrs. Raymond's conſtitution grew 
viſibly worfe, and Elizabeth had the 
painful proſpect of being left alone, in 
à foreign country, without an ac- 
quaintance or friend, not only to com- 
fort but direct her. She aſked Mrs. 


Raymond to allow her to write to ber 
daughter, Mrs Ellerton, but ſhe would 
by. no means confent to it; always fay- 

ing, 
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m Ty othey/ had deſerted - her, and ſhe 


would never ſeek or trouble them 


again. She likewiſe aſſured Elizabeth. 


that ſhe locked upon her as her more 


than daughter. She was attended by 
a phyfician, who ordered her to ge 


out in a carriage whenever ſhe was 


able, and ien alw 55 er 


nied her. 


It happened one day when they had 


been a longer airing than uſual, that 


Elizabeth obſerved a gentleman riding 
by the carriage, and gazing at her in 
à very particular manner. She took 
no notice of it to Mrs. Raymond, be- 


cauſe ſhe was ſubject to be alarmed at 


trilling circumſtances ; but Elizabeth 
could not help obſerving that be 


ns the carriage to the door ot 


| . 12 Ne | their 
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their lod gings: from the windows of 


which ſhe ſaw him ſeveral' times af- 
terwards, and he Was always looking 
very attentively at her. Sbe thought 
he had the air ef an Engliſhman, but 
ſhe could not recollect that ſhe had 
ever ſeen him before; — neither did 
nne conceive any great degree of ſur- 
priſe, for ſhe could net be ſo totally 
unconſcions of her on charms as te 
ſuppoſe it very impoſſible for one of 
the other ſex to be particularly pleaſed 
xt ſurveying them. Thus ſeeing him 
looking at her became ſo habitual, 
that ſhe no longer regarded it, or ever 
made any enquiry to know w HO it was 
that thus diſtinguiſhed her. In the 
mean time Mrs. Raymond grew every 
day worſe, and could now no longer 
2 the fatigue or motion of a carriage. 
RA Elizabeth 
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Fhizubeth had written to Meri Sel- 


ynz to ittform him of his ſiſter's bail 
tate of health; and hinted to him chat 
ſne eould not aſk Mrs. Raymond any 
queſtions relating to future conſe- 
quences, without alluding to her dan- 


ger, a ſubje& (however neceſſary) that 
ſeemed as improper as it was painful to 


ber to mention. Mr. Selwyn, in his 
anfwer, promiſed to come immedi- 
ately to Elizabeth, ſhould any thing 


happen to his ſiſter; and thanked her 


very politely and gratefully for her 
r wad NT Os 


Soon after the receipt oft this Aer 
A er web delivered a parcel to 
Elizabeth, telling her, at the fame 


time, chat it contained her will, ſome 


— her brother, and one to her 
daughter. 
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— £ «As ſoon as I. am dead,” 


ſaid the, ff, which will not be a great 
neſs to fend them as they are di- 
< rected and may you meet with 
the reward due to your merit. I 
wt have . defired your acceptance of 


„ ſome. trifles to which my daughter 


F 60 has forfeited all claim,—but as to 
„ thanks for your kind aſſiſtance and 
pi attention to me, they would be in- 
adequate to half the gratitude I owe 
66 you; and I feel much more than I 


c can expreſs.” Elizabeth was drown- 

ed in tears during this ſpeech, and 
when ſhe could articulate her words, 
- the told Mrs. Raymond, ſhe hoped it 
would be verꝝ long before ſhe ſhould 
be required to Shares he: ra; ſhe 
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any abew n her, the e 


was all on her part, for where could 
ſhe have found a friend ſo eſtimable? 


and at a time too, when ſhe ſtood moſt 


in need of one. — Here our beroine 
in the fulneſs of her heart would have 
diſcloſed, every ſecret, of her ſtory. if 
Mrs. Raymond had ſeemed. at all diſ- 
poſed to liſten to it; for ſhe could not 
bear that ſo generous a friend ſhould: 
ſuppoſe herſelf under any ſort, of ob- 
ligation to her, when ſhe. was ſo con- 
ſcious of having ſtood in need of 
all her kindneſs and protection. Thus 


a good heart will never take more cre- 
dit chan! 9155 deſerves... | 


tn 
9 1 


2 1 5 T7 2 36 OT 4 * 


S 


„„ * 848 92 
*4 22 3 A 
» & and 
os ? 4» + > - * 4 


ETI E ABE TR. 127 


and Elizabeth, a Madame de Tourval, 
whoſe pleaſing looks and inſinuating 
addrefs at once pleaſed and engaged 
the attention of Elizabeth, who had, Wl 
indeed, only paſſed het on the ſtair- 1 
caſe, or met her in ſome of the'apart-" I 
ments, when only common civilities 
paſſed between them. — But there was 
an eaſy politeneſs in the manners of 
Madame de Tourval which expreſſed 
res. more than common attrac-' 
rions. Elizabeth frequently menti-· 
oned her to Mrs. Raymond, who, 
from the encomiums ſhe heard paſſed: 
on her, excited a curioſity in that lady 
to be introduced to her. Accordingly, 
one day, after ſome morning ſaluta- 
tions had paſſed between Elizabeth Ih 
and Madame de Tourval, who made' 1 
many obliging enquiries concerning i 
. LZ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Raymond, Elizabeth aſked her if 
ſhe would do them the honor to take 
her tea in their apartment that evening? 
to which Madame de Tourval replied, 
Avec beaucoup de plaiſir, Madame,” 
and without farther ceremony ſhe was 
that Keen dare to Mrs. 
Rayinond.” 3 


If they were before pepe e in 
her favor, how much more ſo were 
they when a farther acquaintance diſ- 
covered in Madame de Tourval a very 
ſuperior underſtanding, rendered at 
once inſtructive and entertaining, by 
the higheſt cultivation and the moſt 
refined manners. She appeared to be 
about fifty years of age, and had the 
remains of a perfect beauty. She 
9 _ Eriglifh uently, Wich a trifling 
French 
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French accent, which feemed to add 
grace to her expreſſions, She appeared 
ro be highly accompliſhed, perfectly 
acquainted with the world, and with 
a good humoured unreſerve, truly cha- 
racteriſtic of a French- woman, ſhe 


gained the re pect and admiration of | 


all who converſed with her. She in; 
formed them that ſhe was a widow,. 
and lived ſome leagues frem Bruffels, 
but was now detained there on account 
of a law ſuit, the proceſs of which, ſhe 
feared, would detain her fome months. 
When ſhe retired, ſhe left with Mrs. 
Raymond and Elizabeth the moſt fa- 
vorable impreſſions of her merit, and 
Mrs. Raymond faid, „my dear, I 

% would have you improve. this ac- 
j « quaintance; 5 there may come a 
: time > (999 that very ſhortly) when 
„ 1. 2 ſachs 
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* fuch a perſon as Madame de Tour- 


s val will be of infinite uſe, and com- 


« fort to my Elizabeth; and I feel a 
ſatisfact ion in knowing that ſhe will 
be with you when you will want the 


% advice and aſſiſtance of ſuch a 


« friend.“ Elizabeth knew that the 
time to which Mrs. Raymond alluded, 


Was that of her death, and the ſame 


idea had before occurred to Elizabeth; 


for notwithſtanding they had brought N 


a; faithful domeſtic with them from 
England, yet a friend would ſtill be 
wanting, to ſupport and comfort her 
when the hour of trial arrived. She, 
therefore, did all in her power to form 
an · intereſt, and cultivate an intimacy 
with Madame de Tourval; who, on 
her part, promoted the acquaintance, 
by every mark of attention to Mrs. 
15 . Raymond, 
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rere eee fi real fondneſs n 
W {33-1 Mun 10 90 tis WIKYW 
1 Ania ſake "_ 8 bound 
them, who by repeated accounts from 
Elizabeth, judged Mrs. Raymond te 


be in a ſtate which might require the 


kindneſs of a brother, to ſoften the laſt 
ſad hour; and at the ſame time ſup- 
poſing Elizabeth would want ſome 
friend to eſcort her back to England. 
For thele reaſons, therefore, he haſ- 
tened to them, and arrived but a few 
days before Mrs. Raymond departed 
this life. He found Elizabeth and 


Madame de Tourval watching the ra- 
pid decline of Mrs. Raymond, and he 


was extremely ſhocked at the great al- 
teration ſo ſhort a time had made in 
the appearance of his beloved filter 
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If any ching could mitigate his grief on 
ſuch / an occaſion, it was the compoſure 
With, which ſhe ſeemed to await her 
diſſolution, and the kind concern EX», | 
preſſed by her two friends. He very 
toon; [entertained 4 high opinion and 
regard for Madame de Tourval.— but 
the cruel unnatural conduct of Mrs. 
Ellerton he execrated, and although 
ſhe was his niece he never could, ns 
LID her WP: 

As —— * cumin ac- 
count gf all her friends in England, 
but not the leaſt information had tranſ- 
pired concerning Ft Brereton, Dr her 
marriage, He informed her that 
Lord Landover was ſomewhere on 
the. men bar en be knew 
norte WA o £14 +03 nns 
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Elizabeth delivered to Mro Sehvyn/ 
the papers ſhe had received from Mrs. 


Raymond, which: contained her will, 


&c. and his preſence ſeemed to have 
revived his filter - but her recovery 
was next to impoſſible. The phyſi- 
cian had long ago declared her ma- 
lady to proceed from the uneaſineſs of 
her mind, to cure which, was beyond 
his art. She retained the utmoſt com- 
poſure, and was at times chearful. 


A glow of ſatisfaction overſpread her 
countenance when ſhe beheld her 


brother, Madame de Tourval, and 


Elizabeth together, - which, indeed, 
ſhe conſtantly did; for if Madame de 
Tourval's' mornings were taken up 


with buſineſs, · ſhe always devoted her 


evenings to the ſiek bed ch 
wt * 4 to Mrs. Raymond, 
—her 
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— her''obliging manners,and' uni- 
verſal knowledge, together with ta- 
lents calculated for every ſcene of life, 
ſhe! diſpelled the gloom which: muſt 
otherwiſe: have pervaded them. The 
hour of death, however, approached, 
and Mrs Raymond, with the moſt 
quiet reſignation, breathed her laſt in 
the arms of Elizabeth, who would on 
no nen „be 5 to leave 
ef % 


As ſoon as ſhe was dead Mr. Sel- 
wyn opened her will, wherein he 
found himſelf named as a truſtee for 
her daughter, =to whom, except a 
few legacies, ſhe left the bulk of her 
fortune, — but not to be paid the prin- 
_cipal;/ull the intereſt had diſcharged 
all . debts, and Mr. and Mrs. Ellerton 


Weile 
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were ſettled, in England. {Shes be- 
queatbed to Eliaabeth two thonſand 
pound 8, together with her houſe in 
Hertfordſhire; and all her jewels.— This 
laſt article gave Elizabeth more pain 


than pleaſure, for ſhe knew Mrs. Ray- 


mond had conſidered it as a puniſh- 
ment to her daughter, who was always 
extremely fond of finery, and Eli- 
zabeth heartily wiſhed they had been 
left to Mrs. Ellerton ; but Mr. Sel- 
wyn obſerved that ſhe had ſufficient, 
and far more than the deſerved.— 
There was a letter directed to her, 
which he hoped would bring her to 
feel ſome ee lor her . 
conduck. i e888 


29 There W b ras only one dif- 


Seulry,——wkich- was the interment of 
| the 
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body, gl Mrs. Raymond, — for Mr. 
Selwyn thought it too far to be carried 
to England, and was apprebenſive he 
ſhould not be able. to, get it buried in 
the manner be wiſhed. But Madame 
de Tourval. made all this eaſy, by aſ- 
| furing him that ſhe was extremely well 
acquainted with an Engliſh nobleman, 5 
then reſiding near Bruſſels, who would 
procure a clergyman. of the Church of | 
England, to perform the proper cere · 
mony. This application having ſuc- 
ceeded, Mr. Selwyn had the ſaris- 
faction to ſee his ſiſter, depoſited i in the 
grave, with the ſame funeral honors 
the would have had in England; and 
Was much indebted to Madame de 
Tourval for obtaining, this favor. 1 
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He now began to turn his thoughts 
towards England, and aſked Elizabeth 
when ſhe would be ready to accom- 
pany him? She replied ſhe would be 
ready whenever he pleaſed, and if he 
wiſhed her to return to England, ſhe 
would not form a wiſh to the contrary; 


but ſhe-confeffed ſhe felt a reluctance 


at preſent at tlie idea of returning to 
a' place which ſome unhappy ſcenes 
had rendered 1 un pleaſant to her. That 


ſhe feared her country contained but 


very few whom ſhe could call her 


friends, and that ſhe did not think 


herſelf old enough, or ſufficiently ex- 
perienced to hive alone, and that a few 
years hence ſhe might undertake the 
arrangements of | houſe-keeping' with 
more propriety. — That Madame de 


Tourval had given her an invitation 
to 
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to paſs ſome time with her, and pro- 
poſed carry ing her to her country ſeat, 
near Früffefs.—EIZäbeck added, car 
ſhe did not know where, or with whom 
ſhe could pals her time ſo agreeable to 
| her wiſhes. Mr. Selwyn was rejoiced 
| co hear of the propoſal, for he had con- 
ceived ſo high an opinion of Madame 
de Tourval, and in every reſpect 
thought her conduct ſo worthy of imi- 
tation, and ſo entirely calculated to 
form the manners and conduct of 4 
young woman, ' that he did not ima- 
gine ſhe would in England find her? 
equal. He, therefore, not only gave 
his conſent, but congfatulated Eli- 
zabeth on the good fortune Which had 
thrown her in r Way ak fo al 
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ELIZABETH loſt no time in in- 
forming Madame de Tourval of her 

guardian's approbation for her to ac- 
cept the invitation ſhe had fo kindly 
given and Madame de Tourval aſ⸗ 
ſured Mr. Selwyn / ſhe would take every 
care, and pay the ſame attention to his 
ward as if ſhe were her own daughter; 
and whenever a reſidence with her 

became 
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became no longer pleaſing to Elin 
beth, or ſhe ſhould feel diſpoſed to re- 
curn to England, ſhe would, herſelf, 
conduct her ſafe into his hands. With 
theſe aſſurances Mr. Selwyn remained 
perfectly ſatisfied and happy, with the 
idea of leaving Elizabeth in ſuch good 
hands. The female , domeſtic who 
came over with Mrs. Raymond, wiſh- 
ing to return again to her own :coun- 
try, and Elizabeth having no farther 
ule for her, was ſent back, and was to 
remain in the houſe in Henfordſhire 
until Elizabeth ſhould take poſſeſſion 
of it. The fortune Elizabeth now 
poſſeſſed was conſiderably more than 
ten thouſand pounds, and as ſhe 
wanted but a few months of being of 
age, Mr. Selwyn defired ſhe would 
draw on him for * ſums the might 
have 
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Rive” occafiott for, and he woutd"ac- 


count with her other Sharckeung Alen, 


V - — - 


wi 


# 5.3 


Thus every thing beung bohelh 


fettled, Mr. Selwyn took his leave of 


the ladies, perfectly ſatisfied with the 
arrangements that had taken place, and: 
fepofing the fulleſt confidence | in Ts 
dame de Tourval. e 


Soon ik wid departure Madame de 
K Tourval introduced Elizabeth to two 


or three families of her acquaintance, 


bit they fell ſhort of Elizabeth's ex- 
peRtations;" and ſhe preferred walking 
in the Pa'k, of going to the Comedie, 


tete a tete wich Madame de Tourval, 


"whoſe lively « conv -erfation always ſup⸗ 
plied the want of any other, and fur- 
Vol. II. M niſhed 
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0 


— aer oft, enter · 


\. They, w were one - dicht 8 in 4 


= at the. Comedie, , When a gen- 


_ Hleman.. entered, Whom Madame de 
Touryal, introduced to Elizabeth by. 


the name of the Count Velaſco. The 
moment Elizabeth caſt, her eyes upon 


him, ſhe knew, him at once to be the 
ſame perſon, who, about. A month be- 


fore ſhe. became acquainted. with, Ma- 
dame de Tourval, had been very par- 


ticular in obſerving her in the coach 
wich Mrs. Raymond, and afierwards 


looking repeatedly, PP: ar, the windows 


S 


of their; Lodgings; Elizabeth, imme- 
_ diately. recognized the ſame perſon, in 
the Count, Velaſco, who ſeemed not to 


have dee Kihesh. He ap- 
peared 
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peated to be more chan forty years 
old, — a good figure, — and rather 
handſome face.—His manners and 
addreſs were eaſy and polite, and 
N though an Engliſhman by birth, he was 
of French extraction, and ſeemed to 
imbibe all the gallantry of that na- 
tion. Count Velaſco paid Elizabeth 
many compliments, and told her, he 
never before felt ſo proud of his coun- 
try, as now, that it had produced fa 
: much Nene and Aenne | 
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On their return home; Madame de 
Tourval aſked: Elizabeth what ſhe 
thought of the Count? To which ſhe 
replied,” With a cateleſs indifference, 
that ſhe did not think much about 
him. Madame de Tourval replied, 
by * * That 18 very ungrateful 'of you, for 
531820 — derne. 
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ehe thinks a great deal about you; 
© and H my young friend could over- 


&« look a few. years of diſparity, and in 
6e their place accept of love, honor, 

truth, and riches, I know not any 
ec perſon 1 ſhould think ſo deſerving, 
« of to whom I ſhould wiſh to ſee her 
ce united than to Count Velaſco.” — 
Ekzabeth had never an idea of making 
female confidants;—ſhe had the high- 
eſt opinion of Madame de Fourval's 
judgment and good ſenſe, but ſhe bad 
never let her into any part of her hiſ- 


tory, and Madame de T ourval ſup- 


poſed, by her always being called 
Madame Brereton, that he was a 


widew. In this, however, Elizabeth 
| thooght'it neceſſary to undeceive her, 


and as ſhe had ſo high” an opinion of 


| me de Fourval,' ſhe told her 


the 
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the part of her: ſtory. relating to her 
marriage, but concealed, her | own 
name and that of her friends. Ma- 
dame de Tourval expreſſed ſurpriſe 


and admiration at ſo ſtrange and un- 
common a proceeding, but told Eli- 
zabeth ſhe ought not to confider her- 
ſelf bound by any tie, either legal or 
ſacred; and concluded with an aſ- 
ſurance that ſo much beauty and me- 
rit would not go unrewarded. Eli- 
zabeth told her, that as to marrying, all 
her proſpects af that nature were totally 
obſcured ;—her intent ion was, ſhe ſaid, 


to pals her days in a ſingle Rare, and 


was very thankful that ſhe had an in- 


dependant: fortune, which would ren- 
der that ſtate comfortable. Madame 
de Tourval tried to rally her out of 
fuck. notions, but Elizabeth afluted 


iS M 3 85 her 
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her they were the reſult of very ſerious 


conſiderations. Madame de Tou val 


contrived to amuſe Elizabeth wich 
every gaiety ſhe could deviſe ;—they 
were conſtant attendants at all the pub- 
lic places: — beſides: which, Madame 
de Tourval gave frequent petit ſoupes, 
which were attended by ſeveral young 
men of the higheſt rank and faſhion. 


Count Velaſco never failed being of 


their, parties, and Elizabeth (naturally 
lively and uareſer ved) entered into the 
ſpirit of them Wh as much taſte and 


avidity as any of the reſt. It muſt be 


allowed, ſhe was a very lovely young 
woman, and it can be matter of no 


vonder, chat ſhe was an object of uni- 


verſal admiration; but Count Velaſco 
appeared fo particularly attached, that 
ry © whip made . 

3 "paid 
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paid more attention than the gallantry 
peculiar to their country entitled them 
weir odds vile Worms 0 Pon 
Elizabeth found the conſtant atten- 
tions of the Count rather more trou- 
bleſome than pleaſing. There was 
nothing particularly diſguſting either 
in his perſon or manners, but alto- 
gether ſhe felt ſomething very dif- 
ferent from partiality towards him, and 
there were many others whom ſhe 
would have preferred to the Count, 
had ſhe been inclined to make a 
choice. Whenever he talked ſeri» 
ouſly to her upon the ſubject of love, 
ſhe always aſſured him it wn by no 
means confiftent with the rules ſhe had 
kid down forther conduct, and ſeemed 
ſo much in earneſt in her prohibitions, 
Disc | that 
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that if che Count was. an ardent lover 


; * Agha Up be be called relpes ful one. 


5 


They » were one e night at he opera, 
and, the. Count. Velaſco, as uſual, en- 
tertaining Elizabeth, when Madame. 


de Tourval, who was on the other fide 


of her, obſerved an Engliſhman; in he 
pee box, and immediately aſked- 
Elizabeth if he knew her countryman? 
The moment our heroine caſt; ber eyes 
over the ſtage, ſbe perceived Lord 
Landover, with. his eyes xivetted on 
herz ſhe felt herſelf much aguated,: 


and till mere ſo when he ſoon, after 
entered the box in which ſhe was — 


He paid his compliments to her with a 
degree. of frankneſs and fincerity which 
at once 'obliged her to threw off that 


haweur. which, die bad- thought ne- 
i A 4 121 #} l ceſſar y 
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.ceffary to obſerve in her deportment 
towards bim when the  faw Bit in 


England; — and although ſhe had not 
yet forgot the ſuppoſed inſult, yet ſhe 
could not now ſee him without ſhewing 


ſigns of thoſe pleaſing emotions which 
the ſight of a once loved object never | 
fails to excite. A number of :queſ+- 
tions aſked and anſwered on both ſides 
introduced an uninterrupted” conver- 


ſation, and the performance was ended 


and the company retiring, before either 


had ſuppoſed it was half over. Lord. 


Landover aſked permiſſion to pay his, 


reſpects to Elizabeth, and ſhe, in or- 


der to effect this, intredieed? bim to 
Madame de Tourval, Who received, | 
him with her uſual polirenels; and on, 
ther return home rallied Elizabeth on. 
* ae countenance the elegant. 


ſtranger 
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ſtranger had produced in her, and os! 
ferved, if this was not Mr. Brereton k 
was undoubtedly bis rival. Eli 
zabeth took rather too much pains to 
convinee her to the contrary, — for in- 
fiſting on too little generally proves 
too much; - and when Elizabeth ſaid 
they had been known to each other 
from a very early age, and had paſſed 
fo many of their yomhful days in the 
company of each other, that they were 
like brother and ſiſter, the ſagacity 
and penetration of Madame de ee ; 
* a OY n more. 


3 15116 


100 


2 — morning old Pandevet 
Was announced, and after the uſual 
compliments, Madame de Tourval, 
perceiving that her company ſeemed 
rather @/reſtraint,” under ſome pretence 

Adil left 


- 


left the room. Altho' ſhe: Gange J 
upon Lord Landover wich the ſame: 
favorable eyes with which ſhe viewed 
Count Velaſco, yet ſhe could not avoid 
ſhewing him chat civility which his 


rank, and ſtill more, bis politeneſs 


demanded 1 She Was: no ſooner gone | 


than Lord Landover told--Elizabeth; 


(with the moſt captivating grace, ) 


that he had found himſelf a miſerable 


being ſince he had been deprived of 
the happineſs of ſeeing and enjoying 


her company, - and added, my dear 
« Miſs Spencer, I am now come to 
make a poor but ſincere offer of my 
hand and fortune, fully ſenſible how 


boy. little- worthy 155 am to hope for ſo 


complete a hleſſing; yet let me 
« hund -prelume to hope you will, 
46 accept me for your huſband? — 

gal. "Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth replied, in a few words, 
. My Lord, I have now no title to the 
e hame of Spencer, your Lordſhip 
% can be no ſtranger to the fate, 
e which perhaps my own folly occa - 
*fioned but be that as it may, I 
mm warried, and my name is 
e Brereton.“ *< Good God!“ re 

turned Lord Landover, &« can - a. 
*67 treackerous buſineſs be deemed a 
66 marriage — and is it thus we meet?“ 
at the ſame time tenderly taking her 
hand. Elizabeth felt the emotions 
both of love and pity,—but | recol - 
leding the conſtruction which had 
been put on a former ſimilar occaſic jon, 
"ſhe ſummoned up all her reſolution, . 
and drawing her hand from bis ſhe. 
ſaid, 1 am an unfortunate woman, 
4 my Lord, but not a weak one the 

4 5 PE vors 
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4 vows 1 made at r the altar, Topper 
« unworthy may be the object Who 
received them, were regiſtered 1 in 
« the ſight of Heaven, and as ſuch; 

will ever be conſidered by me as 
« binding, until 1 am legally re- 

«leaſed from them.” * And will you 

& take no method, * ſaid Lord Lan- 
dover, « to be releaſed from them na . 
(© Muſt the bloem of your days be fas». 
e crificed 1 to an ideal huſband,—and' 
«muſt 1 be for ever miſerable? — 
« No,” ſaid Elizabeth, 6c may you be 
« forever bappy, the knowledge | of 

i which will greatly contribute to my 
peace! But let us change the ſub- : 
he ject ;—where have vou been tra- 
8 velling, and when did you, ſee 5 
<< Ar. Burnaby 3” Lord Landover . 
ben infornied her of all that bad 

paſſed 
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774 EILIZABET M. 
paſſed at Sir Charles Woodville's im- 


mediately after her marriage, from 


vhich ſhe very juſtly concluded, that 


all che refle&tions caſt upon her by 
Lady Woodville and her daughters, 
were not exactiy as they had repre- 
ſented them, but were the effects of 


jealouſy and fear, leſt Lord Landover 


ſhould be too partial to her. He like- 
wiſe told her, that hearing various re. 
ports concerning her marriage, and 
the ſtrange circumſtances attending it, 
he had made a journey to viſit Mr. 


Burnaby, in order, if poffible, to know 


the real truth; but from that gen- 
tleman he could gain no ſort of in- 
formation, for when he named the 
ſubject, Mr. Burnaby appeared fo 
dreadfully agitated, and gabe ſuch 
nie anſwers, and ſeemed ſo diſ- 
5 ſatisfied, 


BLIZABETH> +VJF: 


ified, that Ne GOD mention it no 


i I? F< 
* $4d # Tos | 


1 25 8 is dh, 1 Flianbek, 
60 which fo extremely puzzles me,— 
2 10 and for which I am ſometimes in- 


5 clined to accuſe Mr. Burnaby of 


* cruelty and injuſtice; — for ſurely he 


might have informed me more truly 


<6 reſpecting my fate, and not have 


left my days to be marked by ſo in- 


1 comprehenſible an uncertainty.— 
But, perhaps, added ſhe, it is 


V 


beſt for me that it ſhould be fo.” 


« No, ” (aid Lord Landover, com- 


„ miſſion; me to inveſtigate ihe myſ- 
s tery, and I have a ſecret hope that 
my endeavours will be crowned 


© with ſucceſs. —I have already tra- 


4 velled half over the globe, in ſearch 


0 Diel! 8 | wy of 
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Ko of happineſs for myſelf, <but when 
„ your's is the. object, with what avi- 
« dity ſhall I purine we” Elizabeth 
told him it would be a vain attempt, 

and then gave him a particular rela- 
tion of her marriage, and of all the 


events which had ſueceeded;— and 
concluded with thankful acknow- 
ledgements for having met with ſo 
many friends, and for the blefling of: 


an independence, which was denied to 


fo many who were, perhaps, iofinicely 


more deſerving. chan herfelf. The 


entrance of Madame de Tourval put 
an end to their preſent converfation, 
and foon afterwards Lord Landover 
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" Madan” * Tourval Cool not 
þ avoid obſerving, the appearan ce of 
| diſtreſs 
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diſtreſfs in the countenance of her 


young f iend,-—bur ſhe was too polite 


to notice it. Indeed, as ſoon as Lord 
Landover was gone, a ſtarting tear 


ſtole down her cheek, and for which 
ſhe apologized to Madame de Tourval, 
as being occaſioned by talking over 
ſome melancholy events. 


The politeneſs 4 Madame de 
Tour val could not exclude Lord Lan- 
dover from an invitation to her parties, 
notwithſtanding which, ſhe ſhewed a 
decided preference in favor of Count 


Velaſco; and frequently, when Eli- 
zabeth and Lord Landover had been 


converſing or walking together, Ma- 


dame de Tourval would expreſs a kind 

of uneaſineſs, and as ſoon as ſlie was 

alone with Elizabeth, would take care 
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AI 
to mention ſome perfection or accom- 
pliſhment belonging to Count Velaſco, 


which ſhe thought Lord Landover did 


not in ſa high a degree poſſeſs; at the 


ſame time lamenting that the former 
did not ſtand ſo high in favor with 


'; Elizabeth as the latter, whoſe love ſhe 


was certain was the moſt to be prized:. 
In ſhort, the \ would dwell ſo repeatedly: 


on the ſubject, that Elizabeth one day 


told her, ſhe really thought the Count 
a more proper object for Madame de 
Touryal herſelf, than for one in. whoſe 
age there, Was ſo much greater a diſ- 
parity, and, ſhe. ſaw, no reaſon, why ſhe 


| ſhould, not take compaſſion on him.— 


Madame de Tourval looked. grave at 


this diſcourſe, and told Elizabeth that 


the Count very well knew that her 


Far ad had been long ago 
8 conſigned 


* 


conſigned to the grave, with a tender 


and well beloved huſband; —and be- 


ſides that, the Count had every right 
to expect youth and beauty ſhould 
crown his wifhes and reward his love. 


F 


Theſe converfations were always: 


begun and concluded with great good 
humour on both fides, and Elizabeth 
ſtill, enjoyed the company of Lord, 
Landover with increafing ſatisfaction; 
though always confined to the ſtrict 
limits of frĩiendſhip.— She was likewiſe 
obliged to ſubmit to the leſs pleaſing 
attentions, and ſometimes: fulſome 
galantries of Count Velaſco, for ſhe 


could net affront him without of- 


fending Madame de Tourval, as he 


was her particular friend; and whilſt 
Lo confined” his paſſion within due 
VVV bounds,, 
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| bounds, ſhe could not be uncivil, and 
| ſhe had already lived long enough to 
know that we cannot always chooſe our 
company, or plan our engagements. 


It happened one evening, at a ball, 
that ſhe danced with Lord Landover 
the whole time, —he had made a thou- 
ſand pleaſant remarks and lively ſallies, 
nor were her ſpirits leſs exhilarated. At 
the concluſion of the ball, and when 
they were about to retire, Count Ve- 
laſco offered Elizabeth his hand, to 
conduct her to the carriage, which 
Lord Landover obſerving, inſtantly 
put aſide, ſaying (in a lively manner), 
No, Count, the hand I have been 
& honored with the whole evening 1 
* cannot ſo eafily relinquiſh !”” The 
Count returned an anſwer which Eli» 
zabeth 
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zabeth did not hear, but the ren 
Lord Landover Was zgirated and his 
hand trembled as he led hex through 
the veſtibule to the carriage, when he 
haſtily wiſhed her a good night, 
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HE, next day Elizabeth fancied 


ſhe perceived ſomething in the coun- 


tenance of Madame de Tourval which 
expreſſed a mind not quite at eaſe ;— 
her uſual gatety ſeemed loſt in deep 
thought, and before they retired for 
the evening, Elizabeth determined to 
aſk her if any thing had happened to 
en her this ſeeming bneaſineb? 
a” © 


ELIZABETH. 183 


Ves,“ replied: Madame de Tourval, 
* ſomething has happened, and I am 


40 not ſure that I am acting right in 


„ concealing it from you, fince you 
* are the 1 that a duel has been 
« fought between the Count and 
Lord Landover, and the former is 
„ wounded.” Elizabeth turned pale 
at this recital, and eagerly enquired 
the particulars; — but all that Madame 


de Tourval: could inform her was what 
ſne had juſt repeated. The tranſactions 


of the preceding night inſtantly oc- 


curred to Elizabeth, and a thouſand 


trightful conſequences ruſhed at once 
to her imagination. Tell me,“ 
ſaid ſhe, ** is the wound dangerous? 
<*© and what is become of Lord Lan- 
% dover? : I know. not, replied 
Wannen de Tourval, * all I can tell 
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ou is, that Count: Velaſco's valet 
«came here this morning and related 
44. WS: above cn ; 5 


„Elinsbeth ſeemed dopißed with 
terror; at one moment ſhe feared Lord 
Landover was killed, at the next ſhe 
feared the Count's wound might prove 
mortal, and Lord Landover's life 
might be in ſuſpence on that account. 
As ſoon as ſhe could recover her 
ſpeech with any degree of coherence, 
ſhe begged Madame de Tour val would 
make all poſſible enquiries concerning 
both gentlemen, in each of whoſe fare 
ſhe was ſo much intereſted. Ah!“ 
bought ſhe, „Why was Lord Lan- 
++ dbver:fo haſty ? he need not have 
1 fearec uhat I had any partiality for 
dhe Cum. — But on the other hand, 
«the 
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ee the Count might have been the 
e aggreſſor. Alas, how few of my 
days are ſuffered to be unclonded';— 
66 if a ſmall ſhare and ray of comfort 
„ has ſhone: upon a little: portion of 
'* them, how ſoon am IJ again con- 
'£ demned to drink of the bitter cup.“ 
Theſe were the melancholy reflections 
ſhe indulged the whole night, neither 
did the following day bring her more 
comfort, Madame de Tourval had 
recetved no more intelligence, and 
Elizabeth knew not to whom to ap- 
ply for any information. In the even-. 
ing, as ſhe was leaning out of a wins 
dow, ruminating on her ſad fate, the 
heard multitudes of people buſily en- 
gaged in talking (as ſhe ſuppoſed) of 
the duel, and from more than one ſhe 


faneied ſhe heard the word killed, 


from 
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from vhich het diſtreſſed imagination 
concluded one of them was dead; but 


having communicated her fears to 
Madame de Tourval, ſhe aſſured her 
the Count was living, and as ſhe had 
heard nothing of Lord Eandover, ſhe 


voncluded he had made his eſcape 


upon the ſuppoſition of the Count's 
being mortally wounded. This did 
not eaſe the mind of Elizaberh, ſhe 
could not compoſe her ſpirits, nor di- 
veſt her ideas of a thouſand frightful 


conſequences; — he likewiſe obſerved 


a gloom upon Madame de Tourval, 
which was very unuſual to her, and 
ſhe. was denied to all viſfitors, for 
which reaſon Rieu, Wan _ no 
GO is 
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One day, after having appeared 
more thoughtful; than ever, ſhe pro- 
poſed to Elizabeth to go into the 
country: — . The ſpring,“ ſaid-ſhe; 
is not far advanced, but we ſhall, 
nevertheleſs, find the country plea» 
ſant;—my buſineſs is nearly con- 
* cluded, which brought and de- 
cc tained me at BRruſſels, and the 
% change of ſcene. will reſtore our 
e ſpirits.)“ Elizabeth anſwered that 
ſhe: was entirely at her ſetvice, but 

added, ſhe ſhould like-to know more * 
particulars concerning the duel, be- 
fore ſhe left Bruſſels. As for that, 
replied Madame de Tourval, “1 can 
aſſure you, we ſhall be as well in- 
formed there; — and beſides, I have 
* every reaſon to ſuppoſe the Count 
goes on well.” 7 his was very un- 
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ſatisfactory to Elizabeth, ſhe wiſhed 


the. Count might. recover, but ſhe 
would have given worlds to know 
what was become of Lord: Landoverz 
— however, ſhe began to prepare for 
their journey, which being ſoon com- 


pleted, there remained necking, but 


to take their departure. 


. che moming they fat out Eli- 
zabeth felt an oppreſſion of ſpirits to 
a very painful degree, and for which 


ſhe could not. eaſily account, fince 


they had no very particular friends to 
part from. The chateau or villa was 
about ſeven leagues from Bruſſels, and 
they arrived after a pleaſant day's 


journey, during which Madame de 
Tourval had recovered her ſpirits and 


n out every place worthy of ob- 
ſervation 
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fervation with her uſual lively” goed 
humour, —and tried by every means 
to divert the melancholy of Elizabeth, 
who at laſt hegan to look more chear- 
ful; — and as the evening was remark- 
ably fine, and the peaſants dancing in 
all the villages through which they 
paſſed, to the ſound of their ruſtic but 
lively muſic, and exhibiting every 
mark of content and pleaſure in their 
countenances, — Elizabeth could not 
but partake in ſome degree of their 
happineſs. Theſe - appearances of 
feſtivity and happineſs in France, have 
always an effect upon the ſpirits in a 
much greater degree than any of the 
rutal ſports in England ever 6ccafions; 
whether it is that the people appear 
more happy; or that their {ports are 
nn 1 to inſpire lively ideas, 

but 


1 
4 4 
7. 
1 

7 

5 
1 
44 
{3 
"08 
4 7. 
* 
0 
3 
1 
» A 
4 
1 
9 
5 7 
x 

i 
i 
4 
3 


bot it is an obſervation generally: 
made l ener e allowed. GESHO 


wy Elizabeth found her -Coirits'r re- 
Heved by the ſcenes whieh had in- 
ſpired her fancy with lively images, 
bow were they again depreſſed when 
Madame de Tourval pointed to an an- 
cient looking building, ſurrounded by 
high trees, and a diſmal proſpect of 
a dreary heath, and ſaid, that was the 
houſe they were going to. Elizabetir 
had always led her faney to a villa of 
Madame de Tourval's being ſmall; 
neat, and in a ſtile of elegance devoid 
of ſtate or grandeur; ſhe had not the 
leaſt idea of the kind of houſe ſhe now 
approached, which, if it inſpired the 
beholders with ideas of the greatneſs 
pos us FRA at the ſame time gave 
| none 
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none of that chearful comfort which 
Elizabeth had expedted. They en- 
tered a large and melancholy hall, to 
which all the rooms were in ptopor- 
tion ſpacious and gloomy; every foot- 
ſtep returned an echo, and there 
ſeemed but few domeſtics. It was 
now pretty late in the evening, and 
Elizabeth hoped the morning would 
5 preſent a more chearful aſpect. When 
ſhe retired to her chamber, it pre- 


ſented nothing more pleaſing, —the 


room was high, and hung with a fort 


of painted leather, which repreſented 


large figures engaged in battlez—the 
bed was very high, and made of a 
kind of coarſe velvet, —and in the 
| chimney. were andirons or dogs which 
appeared to be ſilver: In ſhort the 
whole edel a wee magni⸗- 
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ficence, by no means calculated to in- 
ſpire pleaſing ideas. Elizabeth felt 


ſhe knew not what of horror, which 
ſuggeſted ſuſpicions never before ex- 
excited. She reflected that Madame 
de Tourval was entirely a ſtranger to 
her, only an acquaintance: of a few. 
months; that ſhe was now completely 
in her power, in a diſmal bouſe, the 
name of which ſhe was quite ignotant 


of, without a friend, in a foreign coun- 


try, and even without a domeſtic of 
ber own. — Beſides all this, fhe had all 


Mrs. Raymond' s jewels, and a large 


ſum of money, of all which circum- 
ſtances Madame de Tourval was well 
acquainted; and the idea of murder, 


in a place ſo exactly fitted for its exe- 


cution, was the only one which poſ- 
ielſed her mind. — She would now 


. | have 
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habe given any thing to have ſeen 
Count Velaſco, or indeed any human 

| being, whom ths TE e ey 

It e before ſhe NR per- 

ſuade herſelf ro go to bed, and much 

later before ſhe allowed herſelf to 
fleep; every noiſe, the leaſt crack 

of the floor, or more diſtant ſound 
alarmed her, and ſhe concluded a 4 
dagger already at her throat; and the NY 

day light (chat fore diſpeller of fears) 

began to dawn before ſhe cloſed her 1 

eyes, and when ſhe awoke, the ſun, $ 
which darted its rays forcibly in at 4 

her windows, gave a pleaſing glow of 1 
light in the room, and utterly diſ- 
perſed all her fears. She felt no un- 1 
Pleaſant weight upon her ſpirits, ex- 1 

| cept that occaſioned by the uncer 
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tainty of the fate of the duel, and-ſhe 
accuſed herſelf of extreme folly in al- 
lowing fears and ſuſpicions like thoſe 
of the preceding night to invade her 
mind. She felt quite aſhamed of 
thoſe ſhe had entertained reſpect ing 
Madame de Tourval, and when ſhe 
met her at breakfaſt, ſne addreſſed 
her with more than uſual complai- 
ſance, by way of apology to herſelf for 
her ill-placed ſuſpicions. Tbe day 
was uncommonly fine, and Madame 
de Tourval carried Elizabeth over 
the garden and adjoining grounds, 
the former of which was pleaſant, as 
the trees and all the ſhrubs were 
putting out into leaf, but it was old 
faſhioned, and ſurrounded. by a high 
wall. Elizabeth again reprobated her 
fears, which ſhe thought were produced 
BE: | by 
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by the moſt extreme folly, to ſuppoſe 
that becauſe Madame de Tourval was 
of a lively chearful dispofition, her 
houſe muſt neceſſarily wear the ſame 
_ aſpect. In the evening they amuſed 
themſelves: with fiſhing; but when 
night -approached, and Elizabeth 
again retired to her chamber, not- 


- withſtanding all her fine reaſoning, 


her fears returned, but not in the ſame 


degree they had done on the preceding 


night, and ſhe exyoyed a much better 
repoſo - 


The next day paſſed as the former 


one had done, ſhe heard of no neigh- 
bours, only that Elizabeth obſerving 
that Madame de Tourval had letters 


brought to her, ſhe enquired after the 


health of Count Velaſco, with the 


O2 ſecret 
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feet bope of bearing forge tidings of 
Lord Landover ; but Madame de 
Tourval only replied that the Count 
was better, and would be (ſhe was 
ſure) perfectly well when he was in- 
formed of Elizabeth's tender en- 
quiries. T his anſwer was not what 
ſhe wiſhed, ſhe meant not to expreſs 
tender enquiries, and ſhe was vexed 
that ſhe could gain no other inform- 
ation. Several days paſſed in this 
manner, and Elizabeth had no other 
anxiety but what aroſe from the un- 
In of Lord Landoyer's 8 fate. as 


Her fear had nearly ſob6 ded, even 
when night veiled its darkeſt mantle 
over her. The quiet ſcenes of the 
country had inclined her to ruminate 
upon paſt * and ſhe often in- 

dulged 
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dulged herſelf with various rellections 
alter tbe had retired to her fer 


She 1 was one When's baba is in one of 
theſe penſive moods, when ſhe was 
rouſed from her medications, and 
ſtartled by a light footſtep which 
ſeemed to approach the door of her 
chamber.—She inſtantly opened it, 
and, to her great ſurpriſe, perceived a 
ſlender figure of a woman walking 
_ haſtily from it. Elizabeth had left her 

candle on the table; the faint light of 
which gave her an imperfe& view of 
the object before her, but which: yet 


appeared in a dreſs and air ſuperior to 


any of the domeſtics ſhe had hitherto 
ſeen. —She was afraid to follow, or to 
call to her, and though her curioſity 
condemned her, fears, yet they proved 

V3 | too 
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too powerful to allow her to ſatisfy it. 
She formed 'a variety of conjectures, 
none of which ſerved to elucidate the 

myſtery, and it was nearly morning 
before ſhe ventured to take any repoſe. 
When ſhe aroſe ſhe determined to aſk 
Madame de Tourval concerning this 
woman, but ſome unaccountable im- 
pulſe prevented her, and ſhe contented 
herſelf with aſking, in a careleſs man- 
ner, who flept in the adjoining rooms 
to her's?— Madame de Tourval haſ- 
tily enquired,” why ſhe aſked the queſ- 
tion? - and Elizabeth replied, ſhe had 
no particular reaſon for it, and that it 
aroſe from curioſity only. Madame 
de Tourval told her ſhe was perfectly 
ſafe there, the ſervants rooms being in 
a pafſage near her, and if The rung her 
bell they would hear it but ſhe did 


not 
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not ſuſpect her of being fearful, and 


that ſhe had put her in that chamber 


becauſe it was the beſt apartment in 


the houſe. Elizabeth appeared per- 


fectly ſatisfied, and the converſation 


dropped. However, ſhe determined 
within herſelf, as ſne knew nothing of 


the interior part of the houſe, to take 
the firſt opportunity of exploring it; 
but it muſt be done by day light, for 
ſhe had not courage to make ſuch a 
ſearch at night. Accordingly, the 
next morning (having heard nothing 
of her airy viſitor), ſhe proceeded to 
take a ſurvey of the adjoining apart - 


ments; — next to her chamber was a 


door which appeared to belong to 
another, which on endeavouring to 
open ſhe found faſtened, and when ſhe 
looked through the key-hole, it ap- 

peared 
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peared quite dark ; ſhe then tried 
the oppoſite door, which opened into 
a good fized room, furniſhed uch 
luke her's, only not fo handſome, and 
was apparently unoccupied ; ſhe then 
went down five ſteps, which led to à 
paſſage, and ſeemed to contain two or 
three ſervants rooms. She returned 
from her fearch not ſatisfied: — She 
wiſhed to have diſcovered the figure 
ſhe had ſeen, for though it had ſur- 
prized and ſtartled her, there was no- 
thing but the ſingularity which could 
create fear, for as far as Elizabeth was 
able to judge, by that light, the form 
appeared elegant. However, it was 
ſeen ao more, and though ſhe could 
not entirely forget it, yet the idea 
leflened, and her mind was engroſſed 
by another ſubje&; for Madame de 
b Tourval 
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Tourval had told her, the Count Ve- 
laſco was perfectly recovered, and 
would, in a few days, be their viſitor. 
Elizabeth expreſſed no ſatisfaction at 
this information, ſhe never wiſhed to 
ſee him again, his attentions were 


odious to her, ſhe never liked him, 
and there was, moreover, a glaring 
impropriety in his coming there alone. 


Madame de Tourval reſumed all her 


gaiety, and her manners, when ſhe 
en were waar en, 


* a an ork the Count als 
he looked pale, but had no other ap- 


pearance of ill health. Elizabeth re- 


ceived his compliments with a very 
bad grace: She wiſhed to know the 
W wn the duel, but it was 

| | never 
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never alluded to, and ſhe could not 
afk. les „ 


His behaviour was extremely diſa- 
greeable, for he was conſtantly per- 
ſecuting Elizabeth with his paſſion for 
her; and when he became ſo explicit 
as to profeſs himſelf her lover, ſhe 
told him it was a language in which 
he muſt no more addreſs her, for ſhe 
was a married woman. But this was of 
no avail to her; — he told her it was 
worſe than ſacriledge to keep ſuch 
charms for a huſband; whom he be- 
lieved exiſted only in imagination; 
but if there really was any ſuch perſon, 
he deſerved the ſevereſt puniſhment 
for neglecting ſo much beauty and 
ſo many charming attract ions. 


Such 
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Such diſcourſe and ſuch language 
Elizabeth was condemned to hear; 
and what made it infinitely worſe to 
her to endure, was, that it came from 
the lips of a man whom ſhe feared 
was the murderer of the only one ſne 
ever loved. Such reflect ions as theſe 
made her very ſad, and whenever ſhe 
repeated her ſorrows, or appealed to 
the once kind heart of Madame de 
Tourval, that friend, whom ſhe con- 
ſidered as entitled to all her value and 
eſteem, only laughed at her for che- 
riſhing romantic notions, and was 
continually telling her that a better 
fate awaited her. — She likewiſe ex- 
ceedingly diſguſted Elizabeth by 
throwing off that veil of modeſty 
which ſhe had fo long appeared in, 

1 / and 
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aud talking in a Aile ſhocking to de- 
licacy, before the Count Velaſco. 


Elizabeth began to ſee ber dir, 
and ſhuddercd at the precipice upon 
which ſhe ſtood; ſhe now deter- 
mined within herſelf to write to Mr. 
Selwyn, without loſs of time, and in- 
form him of her ſituation. She had 
one night retired to her chamber 
earlier than uſual, for the purpoſe of 
conſidering the ſubject of ber letter, 
and ſat ruminating upon her un- 
toward fate, when ſhe fancied ſhe 
heard a ruſtling noiſe. — All fears of 
murder had long ſubſided in thoſe of 
another kind, and ſhe was determined 
to make a noble defence for her 
honor, 


She 
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She liſtened | attentively, and F 
recting her eyes to the fide of the 
room from whence the noiſe pro- 
ceeded, ſhe plainly perceived. the 
ſkirting board or baſe of the room 
moved.—Art firſt ſhe apprehended 
there might be ſome concealed door, 
which ſomebody was attempting to 
puſh open; but upon recollecting that 
it might be occaſioned by a rat or 
mouſe behind the hangings, ſhe took 
the candle to examine more minutely, 
when what was her ſurpriſe, upon 


ſtooping down, to perceive a bit of 


folded paper, puſhed under the board, 
as if by ſome inviſible hand.—-She 
baſtily picked it up, and upon exa- 


mination found che following lines, 


written with a pencil. 


BILLETr. 
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Biurzr, 


nene pofſible, * your 
«eſcape from this houſe; your ruin 
is reſolved. upon, by the Count and 
© the vile woman who inhabits it! 


Elizabeth had no ſooner read this 
billet, than ſhe! trembled with ap- 
prehenſion.— Good God!” ſaid ſhe 
to herſelf, “defend me from this im- 
* pending danger, —and to what 
„kind friend am I indebted: for 
* this almoſt ſupernatural warning? 
„ Why was I not at the ſame time 
* told by what means I might 
* eſcape?” She then wrote upon a 
piece of paper the following words: 


«© Whoever 
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| ©, Whoever is the 
< writer of the billet juſt received, is 
< 1ntitled to my beſt thanks,—If my 
“ kind informer will (by the; fame 
mode of conveyance) tell me how 
% and by what means I can eſcape 
„from this houſe, and at the ſame 
te time inform me to whom I am in- 
debted, ſhall receive a reward equal 
& to my gratitude?“ 


Having folded this paper, Eli- 
zabeth tried to puſh it under the board, 
exactly in the ſame place from whence 
ſhe took the other, but ſhe found ſome 
difficulty in doing it, owing perhaps 
to the chaſm being larger on the 
other ſide; — however, ſhe would not 
relinquiſh her enterprize, but with 
the help of her ſciſſars puſhed it quite 

under. 


— 
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under. This being done, ſhe put her 
ear cloſe to the boards, to liſten if ſhe 
could hear it taken away, and ſhe 
fancied whoever was on the other fide 
was ſo near her that ſhe might hear 
them breathe. No ſounds whatever 
were returned to her impatient ear, ſhe 
therefore watched *till morning, and 
then went to bed. 


END OF VOL. II. 


